
Michigan 4-H Youth Development


Entertainment Policy
Information potential entertainers should know about 4-H
Michigan 4-H Youth Development is the youth development component of Michigan State University Extension. It involves volunteers in providing positive, experiential, education opportunities for and with youth.  

Michigan 4-H Youth Development has committed itself to educational experiences for young people.  The following seven guiding principals provide the foundation for the educational methods, activities, and events that positively affect the lives of Michigan’s youth:

· Positive relationships with adults and peers.

· Learning environments that are physically and emotionally safe.

· Opportunities to actively engage in their own development.

· Opportunities to be participants rather than recipients in their own learning processes.

· Practical skills that help them succeed.

· Opportunities to recognize, understand and appreciate diversity and multiculturalism.

· A chance to grow and contribute as active citizens through service and leadership.

4-H is the largest youth-serving organization in the country.  Michigan has more than 212,000 young people and nearly 28,000 adult volunteers actively involved in 4-H. Young people involved in 4-H live in all areas of Michigan – from farms and small towns to major cities.

The projects, activities and experiences available to Michigan 4-H'ers are as diverse as the kids themselves.  4-H'ers are involved in topics ranging from television production and space exploration to substance abuse prevention and career exploration – just to name a few.

The goal of 4-H is to help prepare kids for the future by working with them in ways that develop assets and life skills, i.e., problem solving, team building and other requisite skills needed for succeeding in a complex society.

The 4-H program is open to all without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital status, or family status.

Entertainment Expectations held by 4-H
The entertainer must appreciate that Michigan 4-H has a very diverse audience which includes people from all segments of the population.

The entertainer has the responsibility to reflect positive attitudes and values and have wide ranging appeal to the audience’s age group.  Profanity, obscenity, and condoning violence are not acceptable as part of the entertainment.  

All 4-H entertainment should be bias-free (i.e., free from limiting stereotypes and expectations).  The key to effective bias-free communication is treating all people with respect and consideration regardless of age, gender, race, religion, sexual orientation, ethnicity, physical characteristics or political preference.

Diversity of entertainers/speakers is important in demonstrating bias-free communications.

