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Washtenaw housing and foreclosure program garners state recognition
The Washtenaw and Macomb County MSU Extension office were recognized at the 11th annual Michigan Conference on Affordable Housing awards luncheon as the Michigan State Housing Development Authority’s (MSHDA’s) Homeownership Division Housing Agency of the Year.  
The award, which was presented June 2 in Lansing, recognized MSU Extension’s contributions in addressing the impact of foreclosures in these counties. 
The Washtenaw County MSU Extension staff has worked with MSHDA since 1990 to provide homebuyer education to county residents.  Addressing current county needs, staff members developed mortgage foreclosure education programs in 2007 and served as the lead agency for the Washtenaw Housing Education Partners.
Washtenaw County MSU Extension was recognized as a model for collaboration. Its partnership with other counseling agencies to strengthen foreclosure prevention efforts in the community was highlighted.  
The MSU Extension staff was also recognized for voluntarily mentoring new counselors from other agencies, assisting with servicing questions, processes and best practices.  This award was made possible through the partnerships with the Washtenaw County Treasurer, the Washtenaw County Community Development Office, the Housing Bureau for Seniors, Legal Services of South Central Michigan, Community Housing Alternatives, POWER, Inc., and Habitat for Humanity.  
On June 8, the Washtenaw County MSU Extension office hosted a luncheon in honor of the state recognition. A special tribute, signed by each of the county’s state legislators, was presented by Sen. Randy Richardville, chair of the Michigan Senate Banking and Financial Institutions Committee.  
[image: image1.jpg]MICHIGAN STATE

UNIVERSITY

EXTENSION





Several state and federal legislators sent letters of congratulations and during its July meeting the Washtenaw County Board of Commissioners commended MSU Extension for developing program services that other agencies model, for increasing their capacity to meet the needs of the community, and continuously improving their knowledge to better serve residents.  
During the past year, 200 homeowners have completed pre-purchase education and/or received face to face counseling. In the past six months, more than 575 residents have benefited from foreclosure prevention education.  
The work continues. So far this year 

· the Washtenaw county intake specialist has completed intake assessments with 549 residents, 
· housing counselors have assisted 226 residents in developing sustainable action plans to resolve their housing crisis,  
· 54 residents have avoided foreclosure as a result of their action plans, 
· 65 cases are pending loss mitigation with the servicer to avoid foreclosure.  
· 233 Washtenaw County residents have participated in Housing Counseling 101 community education programs.

Contact: Nancy Thelen, 734-222-3825
Breastfeeding Initiative serves Washtenaw County families
Washtenaw County MSU Extension, in partnership with Washtenaw County WIC, Corner Health Center and the University of Michigan North Campus Health Center, has worked to increase breastfeeding with WIC eligible moms since 1997. 

The goal of the partnership is to increase the initiation and duration of breastfeeding of WIC mothers for up to one year.  
The objective of the program is to provide family support during the crucial period of the first two weeks following a baby’s birth. A peer counselor provides intense support either in the hospital and/or in home. The peer counselor stays in contact with the mom to make sure all is well and provides support and/or education though out different phases of the baby’s feeding patterns to encourage at least one year of breastfeeding. 

During the 2007-08 year, every mother who enrolled in the Washtenaw County Breastfeeding Initiative initiated and maintained breastfeeding for an average of seven months. The average duration in the state for the same time period was four and a half months.   
Washtenaw County MSU Extension also had a 64 percent success rate of moms who continued breastfeeding for six months, verse the state average of 38 percent. This success continued at 12 months with the county’s rate of 45 percent versus the 19 percent state rate.

In an attempt to increase initiation and duration with moms in the 17- to 21-year-old age group, a breastfeeding support group is beginning at The Corner Health Center.  
Contact: Lisa Hartmann

Breastfeeding Initiative Peer Counselor 
734-222-3966
Youngsters get introduction to 4-H, foods and fun at Cloverbud Camp 

Washtenaw County’s first 4-H Cloverbud Camp was held in June for 24 five- to eight-year-olds.  Seventeen 4-H teen counselors served as mentors for the participants.
Each day featured a specific theme, focusing on good health and exercise, and all attendees received pedometers to log their daily steps.  
Campers and counselors made their own jump ropes and games, taken from the Jump Into Foods & Fitness program. Counselors presented daily demonstrations on healthy eating and shared nutritious snacks. In addition to healthy eating and exercise, activities included craft projects and educational demonstrations about farm animals and natural resources. 

All 17 camp counselors reported they increased their skills with leadership and patience. Sixteen counselors reported they developed a caring relationship with at least one youth, and 15 counselors said the experience made them more likely to help younger members during other events. 
The Cloverbuds enjoyed the experience too, as 90 percent said they would like to return next year.  Plans are already underway for the camp. 

Contact: Cindy Fischer, 734-222-3948
Exploration Days and Pre-College Scholarships

For three days in June each year, the MSU campus is flooded with 4-H’ers from across Michigan as part of Exploration Days, a career development program.

This year, 85 Washtenaw County 4-H members, accompanied by nine chaperones, took part. They joined their peers, ages 11-19, in experiencing college life. They lived in the dorms, navigated the campus to attend classroom sessions, and spent three days building skills in a variety of topics.  
Participants can choose from nearly 200 sessions including fishing, climbing and rappelling, clothing design, TV production and veterinary science. 

The size of Washtenaw County’s delegation increases each year and in 2009 its largest-ever group comprised the third-largest delegation at the event.

Eighth graders attending this pre-college event can apply for college scholarships. Four Washtenaw County youths received a $2000 scholarship which will be applied to their first year tuition if they choose to attend MSU. They are Ellie Burt of South Lyon, Natalie Horning and Erika Stetler of Manchester, and Madisson Lewis of Canton.
Contact: Jackie Martin, 734-222-3877 



Extension Educator Terry Jones, Housing Counselor Kathy Grant, Housing Counselor Trella Cohn and Director Nancy Thelen pictured with the award








MSU is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer. Michigan State University Extension programs and materials are open to all without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, gender identity, religion, age, height, weight, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital status, family status or veteran status. Issued in furtherance of MSU Extension work, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Thomas G. Coon, Director, MSU Extension, East Lansing, MI 48824. This information is for educational purposes only. Reference to commercial products or trade names does not imply endorsement by MSU Extension or bias against those not mentioned.

_947501379.doc


�












