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     MEASURING OUTREACH 

CONNECTING WITH RESIDENTS 
4-H Children and Youth Programs……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...……....3,243 

     4-H Members (Traditional Club Enrollment………………………………………………………………………………….……………………257 

      Special Interest Program Participation………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……2,986 

4-H Adult Volunteers………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...……………………….……….101 

Genesee County Master Gardener Volunteers……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….150 

Greening Michigan Programs ....................................................................................... ……………………………………………………….…3,443 

Health and Nutrition Programs……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..2,881 

Agriculture and Agribusiness Programs………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………3,444 

TOTAL OUTREACH............................................................................ ………………….…………….13,262 

      CONTACT US      MESSAGE FROM THE DISTRICT COORDINATOR 

MSU Extension (MSUE) staff strive to provide 

programming that has a positive impact on the citizens of 

Genesee County while making the best use of the local, state 

and federal funds that have been generously provided for the 

completion of this work.   Extension Educators and program 

staff continue to look for ways to streamline program 

delivery systems to make our programs accessible for all 

county residents. Advancements in technology have enabled 

MSUE to provide access to programs and resources in a more timely and 

efficient manner.  Still, our presence in county offices across the state allows us 

to remain connected to communities we serve, which gives us a better 

understanding of local programmatic needs.   

This report is intended to provide an overview of the wide array of 

programming opportunities that have been provided to the residents of 

Genesee County over the last year. Thank you for your continued support of 

MSU Extension programs in Genesee County. 

Deanna East, District Coordinator, District 9 

Based on data from July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2014.  



DEVELOPING YOUTH  
AND COMMUNITIES  

When you support MSU Extension 4-H programs, youth participants learn life skills that 

prepare them for the workforce – especially for highly sought after jobs in science, 

technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM). Extension programs help children 

develop early literacy skills that support school readiness. They learn leadership and 

decision-making skills in 4-H that increase their likelihood of becoming civically active.  

4-H’ers also demonstrate reduced high-risk behaviors such as drug use, and learn to 

complete tasks, solve problems and seek any help they might need from peers and adults. 

4-H involvement also helps participants avoid or reduce involvement with the court 

system. This helps ensure more young people succeed in school, attend college and 

contribute to their communities. More successful young people in communities results in 

greater tax revenues and consumer spending and increases the likelihood that young 

people will stay in, or return to, their communities.  

RELAX Alternatives to Anger 

The goal of RELAX is to help young people, parents and caregivers foster healthy 

relationships so they can live, learn and grow in safe, affirming and fair environments free 

from violence, abuse, bullying and harassment.  Participants learn how to better manage 

their anger and stress at home in the workplace.  Over 100 Genesee County parents and 

caregivers attended a RELAX program. 

Genesee County 4-H Clubs 

4-H Clubs are the foundation of every successful 4-H Program.  They provide volunteers 

and youth with unlimited opportunities for learning, relationship building and fun.  4-H 

Clubs can take many different forms.  They can be single project clubs, afterschool or in-

school clubs, or community clubs.  Regardless of the structure, the primary purpose of  

4-H Clubs is to support the development of each youth participant’s full potential.  The 

club structure is designed to help volunteers and members build significant and lasting 

relationships.  In 2014, Genesee County had 257 members in 4-H Clubs. 

4-H Summer Camp at Camp Neyati 

In partnership with Shiawassee County 4-H, Genesee County 4-H youth participated in 

4-H Camp held at Camp Neyati located on Crooked Lake in Lake Station on June 28-30, 

2014.  Campers enjoyed arts, crafts, archery, swimming, boating, games, nature, science, 

dancing, basic structural design and making new friends.  Campers develop their 

independence in a camp setting and through participating in a variety of activities.   

When you support 

MSU Extension  

4-H programs, 

youth participants 

learn life skills that 

prepare them for 

the workforce – 

especially for 

highly sought after 

jobs in science, 

technology, 

engineering and 

mathematics 

(STEM).  

Because Michigan 4-H is part of MSU Extension, the 

activities youth participate in are all research based.  

We use experiential learning and time spent 

intentionally thinking about what’s been learned to 

make it a meaningful experience, with skills and 

ideas learned that last a lifetime. 
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Supporting STEM careers through youth programming 

The future of Michigan lies, in part, in the hands of its students’ abilities to excel in 

science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM). Science literacy among school

-aged youth in Michigan is below the national average, directly impacting college 

readiness. In the U.S. today, many job openings for STEM-related positions go unfilled 

due to a lack of qualified applicants.    

MSU Extension provides resources aligned with Michigan science education standards to 

teach confidence, leadership and responsibility related to STEM. MSUE staff have 

provided the following workshops to over 1,500 youth in the community: Science 

Saturdays, Flint River Green, Aquatic Invertebrate, Bee Symposium, Water Quality 

Monitoring, Girls in Science, Edible Bugs, and Pollination and Apples.  Workshops and 

presentations were held at MSU Extension Genesee office, Applewood Fall Harvest 

Festival, Longway Planetarium, Beecher Schools, Mt. Morris Schools, International 

Academy of Flint, Grand Blanc Academy, New Creation Church of God,  Perani Arena, 

and Genesee County Fair.  

Citizenship Academy 

Genesee County 4-H  youth participated in an annual Citizenship Academy to experience 

the county government process.  The hands-on approach affects how youth see their 

communities and underlines the need to be responsible citizens.  This service learning 

opportunity allows youth to engage in the inner-workings of county government through 

interacting with County Commissioners, County Controller and Department Heads 

while examining concerns from their unique perspective. 

Captiol Experience 

Participants in Citizenship Academy have the opportunity to attend the Captiol 

Experience conference to learn how State government works.  Youth are able to examine 

a current policy from a variety of perspectives.  In addition, youth are able to visit State 

Senators and Representatives, and participate in activities designed to reinforce and 

apply what they have learned about government.   

Exploration Days 

Explorations Days, a 3-day event on MSU’s campus in June, is designed to help youth 

learn new ideas and techniques, increase their interest in and readiness for college, 

explore career options, and develop their decision making, independence and teamwork 

skills.  They also meet and interact with others from different backgrounds and areas 

throughout Michigan.   

In the U.S. today, 

many job 

openings for 

science, 

technology, 

engineering and 

mathematics 

(STEM) -related 

positions go 

unfilled due to a 

lack of qualified 

applicants.  

Developing Youth and Communities, continued  

Youth are gaining life skills such as 

leadership, planning and teamwork, while 

adults are learning about the information 

about the needs, concerns and issues that 

pertain to youth. 
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4-H youth are 4 

times more likely to 

make contributions 

to their  

communities, 2 

times more likely to 

be civically active, 

make heathier 

choices, and  

participate in STEM 

activities during  

out-of-school time. 



To date, 250,000 

books have been 

distributed to    

children through 

programs        

sponsored by MSU 

Extension and its 

partnership with 

the Molina       

Foundation. 

Preparing children for academic success 

Youth who are not proficient readers by fourth grade are 68 percent more likely to drop 

out of high school. Research shows that young children who develop literacy skills prior 

to entering kindergarten are better prepared to learn to read. In Michigan, there is an 

educational standard to ensure children from birth to 8 years old have access to learning 

and development programs.  

MSU Extension is also making learning to read more accessible by putting books into 

the hands of thousands of children in families living in low-income situations. 

Molina Book Distribution 

MSU Extension staff secured over 250,000 books from the Molina Foundation to be 

placed in the hands of under privileged youth and enhance literacy levels for Michigan’s 
children.  MSU Extension staff distributed books around Genesee County at a variety of 

events.  

» As a result of MSU Extension trainings and workshops, adults indicated an increase 

in knowledge of concepts of early childhood development and techniques that 

promote school readiness and academic success.  

 

Youth influencing community decisions with  
support from adults 

More than 20 percent of the U.S. population is between the ages of 5 and 19. These 

youth look to adults for guidance in various situations. As youth become more involved, 

whether in academic or community settings, they search for ways in which their voices 

can be heard. Youth voice is a resource that often goes untapped in communities. MSU 

Extension provides training through Michigan 4-H for internal and external groups to 

consider the value of youth-adult partnerships in the decision-making process.  

Youth are gaining life skills such as leadership, planning and teamwork, while adults are 

learning information about the needs, concerns and issues that pertain to youth. 

Local 4-H councils and committees are encouraged to seek out, listen to and enact youth 

ideas in their program planning.   

Developing Youth and Communities, continued  
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MSU Extension offers social, recreational and 

educational opportunities to connect military 

families with local resources and support, as well 

as predictable, safe and nurturing environments 

for military youth to unite with others facing the 

same challenges. 



COMMUNITY FOOD SYSTEMS 

The City of Flint and Genesee County are communities in significant need of activity 

that can support economic opportunities for low-income individuals, provide access to 

healthy foods, and develop innovative models and ideas around land use and community 

vitality.  With high levels of obesity, limited access to healthy food, and 12,000 available 

vacant lots in Flint, the launching point for all local food efforts is improving access to 

healthy food, land, knowledge and resources.  Urban agriculture, community gardening 

and nutrition education as a comprehensive approach to building community, 

improving public health, maintaining vacant and abandoned land, working with 

disenfranchised youth and empowering residents to make a difference in their 

neighborhoods is one of this community’s solutions.  

  edible flint 

MSU Extension, in partnership with funding from Ruth Mott Foundation, has directly 

supported the local food systems movement in Flint and Genesee County, with 

Community Food Systems staff as point of contact for the edible flint network and the 

broader Genesee Food Systems group.   edible flint supports Flint residents in growing 

and accessing healthy food in order to reconnect with the land and each other.  The 

work of edible flint is accomplished within work groups.   

 Access and Education—The Access and Education group 

conducted an in-depth assessment of convenience and grocery stores within the City of 
Flint, directed by the doctorate work of a MSUE Human/Community Nutrition and 
Dietetics student.  187 stores were assessed with a tool that covered 11 categories/63 
items, with a maximum of 80 points possible.   Most of the stores scored between 12—

24.  The data has been shared in community forums throughout Flint.  The group seeks 
to increase understanding about how food choices affect health, and to advocate for 
policy change that will increase the availability and access of healthy food.   

 The Co-op—Several urban farmers now sell produce at the Flint Farmers’ 

Market as independent businesses after belonging to the edible flint Co-op for a few years, 

now selling produce and food products to local restaurants and retail outlets.  The Co-
op workgroup provides a low risk training model for how to establish these individual 

food businesses to increase the presence and success of urban gardeners and farmers in 
Flint.   

 

MSU Extension 

efforts in 

ensuring safe and 

secure food lead 

to a healthy 

population, which 

in turn helps keep 

health care costs 

in check and our 

communities 

viable. 

Ruth Mott Foundation provides over 

$116,000 to MSU Extension to support the 

urban agriculture/local food systems efforts 

in Genesee County.    

6 



Community Food Systems, continued  

 Food Garden Tour—On July 30, 2014, the 6th annual Food Garden 
Tour highlighted the way the community is addressing a number of needs including: 
food access, education and skill building, youth engagement, creating new 
entrepreneurial opportunities, community building, and reuse of vacant land in our 
neighborhoods.  More than 280 participants visited 16 different gardens across the City 
of Flint by bus or bike, followed by a community celebration that took place at the new 
Flint Farmers’ Market including food, music and fellowship.    

 Garden Starters—The Garden Starters workgroup goal is to increase 
Flint’s capacity to produce healthy food.  In May 2014, 300 garden kits were sold and 
distributed to county residents at a Distribution Day and Community Garden 
Celebration at Salem Housing.  The edible flint kits contained 10 types of vegetable 
transplants and 18 kinds of seeds for a standard sized garden, as well as services such as 
tilling, soil testing, and compost delivery.   

The Garden Starters training classes focused on local food systems, organic and 
sustainable food gardening and pest management practices, soil health, composting, 
harvesting, food preservation, cross-cultural communications, and accessing land and 
resources for growing food.   

 Organizational Work Group—The Organizational Work Group is 
responsible for communications, partnership and evaluation to keep mission focused.  
The workgroup redesigned and updated the edible flint website (www.edibleflint.org) 
and created the first annual report.   

 

Genesee Food Systems/Flint Food Hub 

MSU Extension staff continue to convene and facilitate Genesee Food Systems/Flint 
Food Hub planning meetings to enhance community food systems and economic 
development, and to support the FoodWorks incubator kitchen at the Flint Farmers’ 
Market, including its capacity to operate as a food hub.  Food hubs are centrally located 
facilities with a business management structure facilitating the aggregation, storage, 
processing, distribution, and marketing of locally produced food products, providing 
wider access to institutional and retail markets for small to mid-sized producers, and 
increasing access of fresh healthy food for consumers.   

 

FoodCorps MI National Service Program 

MSU Extension staff provide administrative oversight to 6 service sites (3 in Detroit, 1 in 
Flint, 1 in Traverse City, and 1 in Sault Ste. Marie) and 10 service members and the 
FoodCorps Fellow position.  MSU Extension staff work to weave FoodCorps into the 
statewide food systems work by creating opportunities for members to present at 
statewide events (Everybody Eats Conference, Good Food Charter Steering Committee 
and 2014 Good Food Summit).  

  

In 2014, 300 

garden kits were 

sold and 

distributed to 

county residents.  

Kits contained 10 

types of 

vegetables 

transplants and 

18 kinds of seeds 

for a standard 

sized garden and 

services such as 

tilling, soil 

testing, and 

compost delivery. 

 

7 



 Community Food Systems, continued 

Michigan Fresh  

Michigan Fresh helps people explore the State’s bounty of fresh, locally grown fruits, 

vegetables, flowers and ornamentals. Informational bulletins, produced by MSU 

Extension staff, are available at www.msue.anr.msu.edu/program/info/mi_fresh, in the 

MSU Extension Genesee County office and at the MSU Extension informational booth 

at the Flint Farmers’ Market.  Bulletins include information on recommended varieties, 

storage, food safety, and preserving techniques for fruit and vegetables or for planting 

and maintaining your lawn and garden. The MSU Extension-created and produced 

Michigan Availability Guide is also available at these locations.  

 

The MSU Product Center Food-Ag-Bio 

The MSU Product Center assists county residents in developing products and 

businesses in the area of food, agriculture, natural resources, and the bio economy.  The 

innovation counselor has special training to deliver these services to local residents.   

Business counseling is conducted on a one-on-one basis and may take place at the MSU 

Extension office or the client’s home or business location.  The assistance provided is 

tailored to meet the needs of the client and may include guidance in developing a 

business plan, navigating the regulatory maze, accessing the supply chain or seeking 

funding options.  The innovation counselor also assists clients in accessing specialized 

services needed that are offered through Michigan State University such as feasibility 

studies, nutritional labeling and packaging assistance.   

In Genesee County, 161 counseling sessions were completed with 28 local entrepreneurs 

in starting new businesses and expanding existing businesses.  The partnership between 

MSU Extension and the MSU Product Center Food-Ag-Bio is providing support for 

entrepreneurs in supporting economic development across the region.   

  

 

For several years, MSU Extension has 

worked to get healthful, Michigan-grown 

vegetables into more school lunches. 

 In 2014, 161 

counseling 

sessions were 

completed with 28 

entrepreneurs in 

Genesee County 

by MSU Product 

Center Innovation 

Counselors.   
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Ensuring Safe and Secure Food  
 When you support MSU Extension’s efforts to enhance residents’ access to an adequate 
supply of safe, affordable food, program participants will focus on food safety measures 
in the field and at harvest, learn proper food preparation and food preservation 
techniques, and bring community partners together to strengthen access to healthy food 
supplies. This leads to a healthy population, which in turn helps keep health care costs 

in check and our communities viable. 

Cottage Food Law 

From the farm to the kitchen table, food safety is an important issue. Foodborne illness 
outbreaks occur crossing all socioeconomic lines from production and consumption to 
preservation of foods. Foodborne illness costs the U.S. economy billions of dollars each 
year in lost productivity, hospitalization, long-term disability and even death. The 
Cottage Food Law took effect in July 2010, allowing home-processed foods to be sold to 
the public, emphasizing the need for food safety education. 

MSU Extension Cottage Food Law workshops participants learned about preserving 
food and preparing safe food for public consumption. Food consumers can have 
increased confidence when buying food products sold by someone with an MSU 
Extension food safety certificate related to producing cottage foods. 

Reducing foodborne illnesses  

Food preservation is both a popular hobby and a small business opportunity, but people 
who preserve food without following scientifically proven food preservation techniques 
increase the risk of foodborne illness. In 2014, MSU Extension over 100 Genesee County 
residents about safe food practices through the Food Preservation classes and Cooking 
for Crowds workshop.  Food Preservation demonstration style workshops participants 
learn about food preservation methods such as freezing, dehydrating, and canning with 
boiling water bath canner or pressure canner. Cooking for Crowds workshops are 
geared toward non-profit groups that prepare high volumes of food for their 
organization or for the public.     

As a result of MSU Extension food safety programs, individuals now use safer food 
handling, preparation, storage and preservation techniques. This reduces medical 
expenses, reduces food recalls and contributes to the financial stability of food 
businesses.  

Participants in MSU Extension’s food preservation workshops reported: 

 97 percent said they will properly use processing techniques to safely can foods. 

 93 percent said they will select high-quality foods for preservation 

 89 percent said they gained knowledge on how properly preserve food.   

For several years, MSU Extension has 

worked to get healthful, Michigan-grown 

vegetables into more school lunches. 

Participants in 

MSU Extension 

Cottage Food Law 

workshops lean 

to preserve food 

and prepare safe 

food for public 

consumption.   
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Strengthening Michigan’s financial capacity  

When individuals and families in Michigan are financially healthy, it creates an 

environment for sustained community prosperity. MSU Extension’s financial literacy 

and housing education programs help families and individuals at any stage of their lives 

make smart money decisions and work through the homeownership process. These 

courses help reduce mortgage defaults through counseling new homebuyers as well as 

homeowners going through the foreclosure process.  

MSU Extension staff provided financial and homeownership education to over 50 

Genesee County residents.    As a result of the financial and homeownership education: 

» 84 percent pay their mortgage on time. 

» 80 percent now save money for home maintenance costs. 

» 86 percent maintained or increased their knowledge of predatory lending practices. 

» 54 percent of foreclosure clients were able to keep their homes. 

Assessing financial health and recommending fiscal 
improvements for the future of Michigan’s municipalities  

As Michigan looks to rebound from recent fiscal difficulties and become stronger and 

more fiscally sound in the future, MSU Extension has been a valuable partner in 

educating the public as well as legislators.  

Whether it is helping to explain the ramifications of Detroit’s bankruptcy to the public 

or assisting legislators in understanding alternative sustainable funding options, MSU 

Extension specialist Eric Scorsone and other MSU Extension educators and specialists 

have served as a valuable resource of educational, unbiased information.  

In the past year, Scorsone has served as an adviser or been a member of the Lansing 

Financial Health Team, the Flint Blue Ribbon Committee and the State Treasurer’s 

Municipal Finance Reform Task Force, which all focused on assessing fiscal health and 

recommending changes to maintain or improve the financial future of Michigan and its 

cities.  

 

 

 

As Michigan 

looks to rebound 

from recent fiscal 

difficulties and 

become stronger 

and more fiscally 

sound in the 

future, MSU 

Extension has 

been a valuable 

partner in 

educating the 

public as well as 

legislators. 

ENSURING STRONG  
COMMUNITIES 

MSU Extension helps youth and adults alike 

learn the skills they need to increase their 

savings, manage their spending avoid 

predatory lending and reduce mortgage 

defaults.  
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Fighting obesity through education 

Michigan has the 11th highest adult obesity rate in the United States, according to the 

CDC. More than 30 percent of adults are obese, and an additional 35 percent are 

considered overweight. Nearly 80 percent of both adults and youth do not consume 

adequate amounts of fruits and vegetables. 

MSU Extension delivers affordable, relevant, evidence-based education to serve the 

needs of adults, youth and families in urban and rural communities. Topic areas include: 

nutrition, physical activity, food safety and food resource management. Programs focus 

on helping participants gain the skills needed to buy and prepare nutritious, budget-

friendly foods; increase their physical activity; breastfeed their babies and stretch their 

food dollars. 

MSU Extension staff reached over 2,000 adults and young people across Genesee 

County through the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program-Education (SNAP-Ed) 

programming and the Expanded Food and Nutrition Education Program (EFNEP).  

MSU Extension’s SNAP-Ed and EFNEP programs include Project Fresh, Healthy 

Harvest workshops and Show Me Nutrition lessons geared toward youth.    

Through the program outreach: 

» More than one-third of youth decreased their intake of sugary drinks. 

» Nearly one-third of youth increased their level of physical activity. 

» Nearly half of adults increased their daily vegetable and fruit consumption. 

» More than two-thirds of adults increased time spent being physically active. 

» More than two-thirds of adults reported improved ability to make their food dollars 

go further. 

Cooking Matters for Adults 

Cooking Matters is a nutrition education program where participants learn to eat 
healthy, cook and grocery shop on a limited budget.  Participants gain skills and 
confidence to make healthy budget friendly meals for their family.  Each week, 
participants receive take-home groceries.  The class series also includes: participatory 
food preparation that provides cooking and food safety instruction, engaging nutrition 
activities and discussions, practice with food budgeting, interactive grocery store visit 
with a $10 challenge, and recipe book. 

KEEPING PEOPLE  
HEALTHY 

Encouraging 

healthy behaviors 

helps reduce 

food and health 

care costs by 

helping prevent 

chronic health 

conditions and 

providing safe 

environments 

throughout a 

person’s life 

span. 

MSU Extension reached more than 2,000 adults 

and young people across Genesee County 

through programming. Nearly one-third of youth 

increased their level of physical activity and more 

than two-thirds of adults increased time spent 

being physically active. 
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MSU Extension’s 

Supplemental 

Nutrition 

Assistance 

Program Education 

(SNAP-Ed) 

programs teach 

adults how to make 

the most of their 

food dollars, by 

developing skills 

such as menu 

planning, 

understanding 

recipes and 

keeping food safe.  



  

National Diabetes Prevention Program 

Michigan ranks 15th in the nation for prevalence of diabetes, with an estimated 10 

percent of Michigan adults aged 18 and older had been diagnosed with diabetes – about 

758,300 people. An additional 250,200 Michigan adults are estimated to have diabetes 

but are currently undiagnosed.  

Through the National Diabetes Prevention Program, MSU Extension helps participants 

to learn ways to change their lifestyles and improve their health. A trained lifestyle 

coach leads 16 core group sessions weekly. Participants learn how to make modest 

lifestyle changes. Groups then meet monthly for six post-core sessions. The program 

provides participants with both a lifestyle coach and a valuable support system.  

 

Chronic Disease Self-Management (PATH) 

The prevalence of chronic disease is high in Michigan.  Chronic diseases are among the 
most prevalent, costly, and preventable of all health issues.  Participants of MSU 
Extension PATH (Personal Action Toward Health) programs report improved symptom 
management including decreased worry, decreased fearfulness about future health, and 
fewer frustrations about health problems.  At the end of the series, PATH participants 
show decreased fatigue, decreased shortness of breath, and decreased self-reported pain.  

Other program benefits show increased physical activity and improved communication 
with physicians.  PATH is an evidenced-based, 6-week program that delivers health 
information to empower people to assume and active role in managing their chronic 
conditions.   

My Way to Wellness 

MSU Extension’s My Way to Wellness program is an opportunity for individuals to 

learn through self-paced learning modules that include: personal goal-setting, 

nutritional needs and physical activity, building a healthy MyPlate, energy, picking the 

best portions, healthy habits for a healthy life and more.  Because My Way to Wellness 

is offered online, the program is easy to accommodate to any schedule.  Participants can 

complete the program at ease in the comfort of their own personal space. 

Keeping People Healthy, continued  

Programs focus 

on helping 

participants gain 

the skills needed 

to buy and 

prepare 

nutritious, budget

-friendly foods; 

increase their 

physical activity; 

breastfeed their 

babies and 

stretch their food 

dollars. 

Through the National Diabetes Prevention 

Program, MSU Extension helps 

participants to learn ways to change their 

lifestyles and improve their health.  
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Michigan agriculture continues to be a growing segment of the state’s economy. The 

production of commercial food and nonfood agricultural operations is growing rapidly. 

The number of households raising a portion of their own food and raising livestock or 

gardening for pleasure or relaxation continues to increase. When you support MSU 

Extension, you help participants learn profitable and efficient business and production 

practices. Participants also learn how to optimize and reduce the use of pesticides and 

fertilizers, and how to conserve and protect water resources. This education leads to 

better use of time, money and human capital, and helps retain and create agricultural 

jobs. These measures strengthen Michigan’s economy while connecting farmers to local 

food opportunities and global markets. In this way you help MSU Extension encourage 

growth in a sustainable and prosperous Michigan food and agriculture system. 

Bridging the gap between farm to fork 

Breakfast on the Farm (BOTF) bridges the gap between Michigan’s farmers and 

consumers who often have little idea where the food on their plates comes from. BOTF 

invites the public to enjoy a delicious farm-fresh breakfast on a working farm and 

educates them on the farm-to-fork process. BOTF is an open door for the community to 

learn about modern food production and build trust with and appreciation for local 

farmers. An online survey showed that 88 percent of participants told others they 

should attend a BOTF event. 

In 2014, MSU Extension BOTF staff provided similar educational messages and 
activities as provided at a BOTF in the Agriculture Education Tent at the Swartz Creek 
Hometown Days Festival.  Over 2,000 Genesee County residents were provided 
information to increase knowledge and understanding of agriculture.   

Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Academy 

IPM is a two-day program covering the fundamentals of IPM and identifying resources 
and technology for sustainable agricultural practitioners.  This program is a 
collaboration between MSU Extension field-based staff and campus specialists.  Timely 
topics such as extreme weather effects or newly introduced pests are identified and 
featured.  Academy participants gain a solid foundation in sustainable pest management, 
knowledge of MSU and its partners’ resources, and the ability to share this knowledge 
with their farm clientele.  The Academy’s long term goal is to increase sustainable 
agriculture through expanded awareness and adoption of IPM strategies that improve 
crop efficiency, minimize pesticide use and enhance environmental quality.   

 

SUPPORTING FOOD  
AND AGRICULTURE 

Breakfast on the Farm (BOTF) bridges the 

gap between Michigan’s farmers and 

consumers who often have little idea where 

the food on their plates comes from.  

When you 

support MSU 

Extension, you 

help participants 

learn profitable 

and efficient 

business and 

production 

practices.  

13 

Homeowner and 

commercial soil 

test kits as well as 

additional  

publications on a 

wide variety of  

topics within MSU 

Extension’s  

expertise are  

available at 

shop.msu.edu 

(click the MSU  

Extension 

Bookstore link on 

the top right).  

These resources 

are also available at 

the MSU Extension 

Genesee County 

office. 



Fighting back against emerging pests 

The spotted wing drosophila and the brown marmorated stink bug are two invasive 

pests that pose the biggest threats to Michigan’s fruit production. Michigan growers 

will likely have to implement new management programs to control these pests from 

harming their fruit crop.  

The spotted wing drosophila has an optimal developing temperature of 65 to 70 degrees 

Fahrenheit, normal conditions during a Michigan growing season. This makes early 

detection information vital to activate pest management programs that prevent rapid 

population increases and potential infestations.  

MSU Extension partners with farmers and statewide agencies to monitor these pests. 

Working together to eliminate these invasive species will be essential to lessen the loss 

of the Michigan tree fruit crops in the future.  

Growers need to monitor for both the spotted wing drosophila and the brown 

marmorated stink bug because: 

» Spotted wing drosophila feed upon and lay eggs in ripe fruit. 

» Spotted wing drosophila can produce many generations in a relatively short amount 

of time. 

» The brown marmorated stink bug has a host range of more than 300 known plants, 

including fruits grown in Michigan.  

» In other states, brown marmorated stink bug populations reached high numbers 

causing substantial damage in tree fruits.  

Showing lawmakers the value of composting 

Composting animal mortalities is a regular part of work for today’s farm operators. 

However, municipalities rarely use this method despite its being a good solution to 

disposing of animal carcasses.  

Proper animal composting works well as a way to deal with road kill, as an alternative 

disposal method for animal control units and as a disaster response when livestock and 

other animal mortalities require disposal. Composting is a dynamic process, enclosing 

an animal carcass in a mixture of plant or fiber-rich materials such as wood chips or 

used compost. Microorganisms in the mixture use moisture, carbon and oxygen to break 

down the carcass tissues while releasing heat that kills harmful bacteria.  

 

Working together 

to eliminate these 

invasive species 

will be essential 

to lessen the loss 

of the Michigan 

tree fruit crops in 

the future.  

Supporting Food and Agriculture, continued  

The brown marmorated stink bug 

has a host range of more than 300 

known plants, including fruits 

grown in Michigan.  
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» During the 2014 Ag Expo, MSU researchers provided a demonstration for local 

municipality representatives of animal mortality composting, recommending it as a 

safe, biosecure and economical method of road-kill disposal.  

» Composting is an effective and safe way to deal with all animal mortalities, regardless 

of species. 

» Composting works well on farms and can be used by municipalities for road kill or for 

animal control centers.  

» Composting is a viable solution for disaster relief response teams in situations 

involving a high number of animal mortalities. 

Lawn and Garden Hotline 

MSU Extension’s Consumer Horticulture team and trained Genesee County Master 

Gardener Volunteers are dedicated in helping answer any home lawn and garden 

questions.  The Lawn and Garden Hotline is 1-888-MSUE4MI (1-888-678-3464).  

MSU Extension staff and volunteers are available weekdays 9:00 am—12:00 pm and 1:00 

pm—5:00 pm during the growing season (April-September).  During the off season 

(October-March) the Hotline is available weekdays 9:00 am—12:00 pm.  Residents can 

also receive valuable information and sign up for MSU Extension Home Gardening 

news at migarden.msu.edu.   

Genesee County Plant and Pest Hotline 

The Genesee County Master Gardener Volunteers provide the Plant and Pest Hotline 

and counter service for residents.  The Plant and Pest Hotline is 1-810-244-8548.  Master 

Gardener Volunteers are available 9:00 am—12:00 pm Monday, Wednesday and Friday 

during the growing season (April-September) and Friday 9:00 am—12:00 pm during the 

off season (October-March).  

Genesee County Master Gardener Association 

The Master Gardeners of Genesee County are a volunteer group dedicated to learning 

about gardening and horticulture and sharing acquired knowledge with the people of 

Genesee County.  They encourage horticulture and gardening which through adding 

beauty improved the quality of the community’s environment.   

There are currently 150 members of the Genesee County Master Gardener Association.  

They have assisted 823 residents through either phone contact or face-to-face 

interaction.  They have also conducted outreach to 296 residents through community 

events. 

Supporting Food and Agriculture, continued  

During the 2014 Ag Expo, MSU researchers 

provided a demonstration for local 

municipality representatives of animal 

mortality composting.  
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 ENROLLED MICHIGAN STUDENTS 

766 

 ENROLLED MEDICAL STUDENTS 

68 

 ALUMNI RESIDING IN COUNTY 

7,473 

 SPENDING WITH LOCAL BUSINESSES 

$3,837,426 

 TOTAL ECONOMIC IMPACT* 

$84,154,547 

 FINANCIAL AID DISBURSED 

$6,314,843 

 4-H YOUTH  

3,243 

 4-H VOLUNTEERS 

101 

 RESIDENTS AND INTERNS 

409 

 EMPLOYEES 

69 

*Data is from an independent study by 

the Anderson Economic Group 

MSU works side by side for a stronger Michigan. 

Genesee County 

For additional information visit: 

http://mispartanimpact.msu.edu/ 

http://msue.anr.msu.edu/ 

MSU is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer.  Michigan State University Extension 

programs and materials  are open to all without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, 

gender identity, religion, age, height, weight, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital 

status, family status or veteran  status.   

REGIONAL CONTACT INFORMATION 

Deanna East, District Coordinator 

MSU Extension District 9 

One Tuscola, Suite 100 

Saginaw, MI 48607 

989-758-2500 eastd@msu.edu 



Extension Educators Serving Genesee County 

Staff Located in Genesee County Office: 

Name Role Phone Email 

Darren Bagley 4-H Leadership and Civic Engagement Educator       810-244-8515     bagleyda@msu.edu 

Debbie Clark                        Office Support                                                              810-244-8500     clarkde@msu.edu 

Julia Darnton                        Community Food Systems Educator                           810-244-8519     darntonj@msu.edu 

Sam Farah                           Urban Agriculture Assistant                                         810-244-8527     farahsam@msu.edu 

Frank Gublo                         MSU Product Center                                                   810-244-8522     gublofra@msu.edu 

Deb Hamilton                       Urban Agriculture Program Coordinator                      810-244-8547     hamiltod@msu.edu 

Kristina Jimmerson              4-H Program Coordinator                                            810-244-8532      jimmers3@msu.edu 

Liz Josaitis                           Health and Nutrition Program Associate                      810-244-8511     josaitis@msu.edu 

Lynette Kaiser                      Health and Nutrition Program Associate                     810-244-8516      hughe167@msu.edu 

Terry McLean                       Community Food Systems Educator                           810-244-8530     mcleant@msu.edu 

Heidi Mudel                          4-H Program Coordinator                                            810-244-8510      sovish@msu.edu 

Cathy Newkirk                      Chronic Disease Prevention Educator                        810-244-8523      newkirk@msu.edu 

Erin Powell                           Health and Nutrition Supervising Educator                 810-244-8536      powelle9@msu.edu 

Abi Saeed                             Consumer Horticulture Program Coordinator             810-244-8531      saeedabi@msu.edu 

Betsy Schumacher               Health and Nutrition Program Instructor                     810-244-8517      schuma66@msu.edu 

Jen Skornicka                       4-H Program Coordinator                                           810-244-8533      skornic4@msu.edu 

Donna Taylor                        Health and Nutrition Program Associate                    810-244-8534       taylo244@msu.edu 

Bob Tritten                            District Fruit Educator                                                 810-244-8555       tritten@msu.edu                             

Additional MSU Extension Staff Serving Genesee County: 

Name Role Phone Email 

Nicholas Baumgart 4-H Environmental Educator  906-774-0363   baumga75@msu.edu 

Claire Bode     Public Policy Education Specialist 517-648-6446   layman@msu.edu 

Lisa Bottomley Mentoring and Capacity Building Educator 517-432-7622   lbottoml@msu.edu 

Shelby Burlew Environmental Quality Educator 517-439-9301   bollwah1@msu.edu 

Elaine Bush Firewise Program Educator 231-889-4277   bushe@msu.edu 

Dan Buskirk Beef Extension Specialist 517-432-0400   buskirk@msu.edu 

Moses Cantu Financial Literacy and Homeownership Educator 989-758-2518   cantumos@msu.edu 

Ann Chastain Leadership and Community Engagement Educator 231-439-8972   chastain@msu.edu 

Beth Clawson Natural Resources Educator 269-657-8213   clawsonb@msu.edu 

Bill Cook Forest and Wildlife Management Educator 906-786-1575   cookwi@msu.edu 

Christina Curell Water Quality Educator 231-745-2732   curellc@msu.edu 

Joanne Davidhizer Food and Animal Systems Educator 269-944-4126   davidhiz@msu.edu 

Monica Day Water Resources Educator 989-743-2251   daymon@msu.edu 

Dawn Earnesty Worksite Wellness Educator 989-758-2514   wilcox4@msu.edu 
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Extension Educators Serving Genesee County, Continued 

Additional MSU Extension Staff Serving Genesee County 

Name Role Phone Email 

Melissa Elisher Youth Dairy Educator 517-432-4306    elischer@msu.edu 

Elizabeth Ferry Swine Educator 269-445-4438    franzeli@msu.edu 

Kevin Frank Turfgrass Nutrition MSU Faculty 517-355-0271    frank@msu.edu 

Merrill Gould Environmental Quality Educator 616-994-4547    gouldm@msu.edu 

Thomas Guthrie Pork and Equine Educator 517-788-4292    guthri19@msu.edu 

Katherine Jamieson Career Exploration/Work Force Preparation Educator 586-469-5180    jamies13@msu.edu 

Phil Kaatz Forage Educator 810-667-0341    kaatz@msu.edu 

Gerald Lindquist Grazing Educator 231-832-6139    lindquis@msu.edu 

Erin Lizotte Pest Educator 231-944-6504    taylo548@msu.edu 

Gerald May Air Quality Educator 989-875-5233    mayg@msu.edu 

Mike Metzger Small Ruminant Educator 517-788-4292    metzgerm@msu.edu 

Stan Moore Agricultural Labor Management Educator 231-533-8818    moorest@msu.edu 

Kendra Moyses Early Childhood Educator 517-432-7654    kmoyses@msu.edu 

Martin Nagelkirk Wheat/Field Crops Educator 810-648-2515    nagelkir@msu.edu 

Michelle Neff Academic Success Educator 989-539-7805    hydemich@msu.edu 

Brad Neuman Advanced/Specialized Land Use Educator 906-475-5731   neuman36@msu.edu 

Jill O’Donnell Christmas Tree Educator 231-779-9480   odonne10@msu.edu 

Katie Ocker 4-H Animal  Science Educator 517-432-5270   ockertka@msu.edu 

Janet Olsen Social Emotional Health and Well-being Educator 517-432-7630   olsenj@msu.edu 

Glenn Pape Land Use/Public Policy Educator 517-546-3950   papeglen@msu.edu 

Dennis Pennington Biomass Educator 269-838-8265   pennin34@msu.edu 

Ben Phillips Vegetable Crop Educator 989-758-2502   phill406@msu.edu 

Jeannine Schweihofer Meat Quality Educator 810-989-6935   grobbelj@msu.edu 

Rob Sirrine Hops Production and Marketing Educator 231-256-9888    sirrine@msu.edu 

Michael Staton Soybean Educator 269-673-0370    staton@msu.edu 

Dennis Stein Business Management Educator 989-672-3870    steind@msu.edu 

Julie Thelen Livestock and Veterinary Science Educator 517-432-1626    thelenju@msu.edu 

Nancy Thelen Agriculture Literacy Educator 734-222-3825    thelenn@msu.edu 

Lisa Trieber Food Safety Educator 989-832-6640    treiber@msu.edu 

Chris Weeks Aquaculture Development 517-353-2298    weekschr@msu.edu 

  

MSU is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer, committed to achieving excellence through a diverse workforce and inclusive culture that encourages all 
people to reach their full potential. Michigan State University Extension programs and materials are open to all without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, 
gender identity, religion, age, height, weight, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital status, family status or veteran status. Issued in furtherance of 
MSU Extension work, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Ray Hammerschmidt, Interim Director, MSU Exten-
sion, East Lansing, MI 48824. This information is for educational purposes only. Reference to commercial products or trade names does not imply endorsement by 

MISSION: 
Michigan State University Extension helps people improve their lives through an educational process that 

applies knowledge to critical issues, needs and opportunities. 
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