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Conference Demographics and Evaluation Report
The 46th 4-H Exploration Days was attended by 2,507 people from 77 Michigan counties. Two research-based tenets provide the foundation for this residential program’s 30 intentional contact hours: youth development and experiential education. 
A total of 199 action-filled classroom and field trip sessions were offered; 184 sessions were held throughout the MSU campus and at various off-campus locations. Sessions were taught by 267 content and youth development experts (91 adult volunteers, 18 teen volunteers, 67 outside resource people, 58 MSU Extension staff, and 55 MSU faculty, staff and students). Sessions covered a wide variety of content areas such as Animal & Veterinary Science, Careers, Communications, Environmental Education, Food, Nutrition & Fitness, International Language & Culture, Money Management, Performing & Visual Arts, and Technology. 

 
When not in sessions, participants were engaged in meetings, campus activities and tours that gave them access to the MSU campus and its wealth of resources. Participants stayed in Michigan State University residence halls. A total of 289 adult volunteers served as chaperones. 4-H volunteers who served as instructors, session helpers and chaperones collectively contributed nearly 18,000 hours of their time teaching and supporting youth to ensure a successful conference.
 
Participant Demographics
Number
Percentage

Status
1,976

78.8%

Youth (1,844 4-H members; 132 non 4-H members)

   289

11.5%

Chaperones (many double as instructors or helpers)

     57

  2.3%

Field Staff (many double as instructors or helpers)

     79 

  3.4%

Other Adults (resource people) enrolled  

2,436 People registered through MSUE offices & housed in an MSU residence hall
+ 71   Resource people who didn’t stay overnight
2,507 total number of people attending 4-H Exploration Days 

The below percentages are based on those who provided race/ethnic information. 

Number
Percentage

Racial/Ethnic Category

 1464

  89.0%

Caucasian/White

   109

    6.3%

Black/African American

     39

    1.0%

Hispanic

     49

    2.8%

Asian or American Indian/Alaskan Native

     57 

    3.3%

Mixed Race

   253   
    


No response

11.5% of those who provided race/ethnic information were people of color.

Number
Percentage

Gender
   663
 27.7%

Male Youth

   118   
   4.9%

Male Adults

   781
 32.6%

Total Males
Number
Percentage

Gender
1,313 
 
54.9%

Female Youth

   300    
12.5%

Female Adults

1,585
 
67.4%

Total Females

Number
Percentage

Previous Exploration Days Attendees
1,307

 46.5%

Never attended (Youth = 1,110; Adults = 197)

   564

 20.1%

Attended once (Youth = 513; Adults = 51)

   355

 12.6%

Attended twice (Youth = 321; Adults = 34)

   228

   8.1%

Attended 3 times (Youth = 190; Adults = 38)

     90

   3.2%

Attended 4 times (Youth = 81; Adults = 9)

   268

   9.5%

Attended 5 or more times (Youth = 179; Adults = 89)

Number
Percentage

Years as a 4-H Member (Youth Participants Only)
   132

   6.7%

Not in 4-H

     20

   1.0%

Less than one year

   242

 12.3%

1 year

   407

 20.6%

2-3 years

   440

 22.3%

4-5 years

   735

 37.2%

6 or more years

Number
Percentage

Residence Description
   647

 27.2%

Farm (Youth = 542; Adults = 105)

1,226

 51.2%

Rural (Youth = 1034; Adults = 192)

   347

 14.5%

Suburban (Youth = 264; Adults = 83)

   174

   7.2%

Urban (Youth = 136; Adults = 38)

As listed earlier, 81.7% of all Exploration Days participants are youth. The percentages below are based on the total youth count of 1,916 not the total participant count of youth + adults.
Number
Percentage

Participant Age
   236  
 
 11.9%

11 years old

   317  
 
 16.4%

12 years old

   386

 19.5%

13 years old

   371

 18.8%

14 years old

   286

 14.5%

15 years old

   198

 10.2%

16 years old

   120

   6.7%

17 years old

     52 

   2.6%

18 years old

     10   
     .9%

19 years old

1,976
54.4% of all youth participants were between ages 12-14; 68.8% were ages 12-15.  
Conference Evaluation Results

Youth and adult conference evaluations were distributed to all attending as part of a county delegation. A total of 1,723 youth (87.2%) and 282 adults (53.1%) completed evaluations. A summary of the evaluation findings follow, except for the open-ended question responses. Available separately are:

· Open-ended survey comments by youth* identified by county and MSUE district 

· Number of respondents from each county 



*All open-ended comments to the question “What impact has attending 4-H Exploration Days had on your future?” were reviewed but only a small number of the 1,000+ youth comments were selected for data entry. The selected comments represent sentiments conveyed by many regarding expanding horizons, making new friends, preparing for college, exposure to possible career options and developing important life skills. 

Youth Responses

How would you rate 4-H Exploration Days 2015? (N = 1,719)
38.7% Excellent*

45.5% Good*
  9.5% Satisfactory

  4.1% Fair

  2.1% Poor


*84.2% = good and excellent combined
Would you recommend 4-H Exploration Days to others? (N = 1,707)
96% Yes
   4% No
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I plan to attend college.  (N = 1,714)

94.5% agree  
I think that a college degree is important. (N = 1,714)

95.2% agree 
I am interested in attending MSU for my college education. (N = 1,717)

77.7% agree

I have confidence I could complete a college degree. (N = 1,713)

94.2% agree 
This program made me excited to go to college. (N = 1,719)

87.7% agree
This program has better prepared me to attend college. (N = 1,712)

87.2% agree
The MSU faculty/students I worked with in this program gave me a positive impression of college. (N =1,712)

89.6% agree

The MSU faculty/staff/students helped me understand how to prepare for college. (N = 1,714)

80.3% agree

This program has increased my knowledge of the different majors, career paths, and opportunities available at MSU. (N = 1,714)

82.8% agree

This program has helped me understand the importance of doing well in academically challenging high school courses.  (N = 1,698)

86.1% agree 
Through 4-H Exploration Days I’ve gained awareness of career and job possibilities related to my skills and interests.  (N = 1,691)

87.7% agree 
Middle School Students Only: I know better what classes to take in high school to get ready for college.  (N = 971)

79.4% agree

High School Students Only: During the coming year, I intend to collect more information about college.  (N = 917)

88% agree

Youth & Adult Program Activity Ratings
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Adult Responses

I am aware of the life skills I’m teaching in 4-H. (N = 252)
98.4% Yes
   1.6% No
I can identify the life skills I’m teaching in 4-H.  (N = 252)
98% Yes
   2% No
Because I’m part of this program I’ve gained knowledge about:

Facilitating positive relationships with youth.  (N = 255)
90.6% agree

Keeping youth physically and emotionally safe.  (N = 255)
89.4% agree

Having youth actively engaged in their own development.  (N = 256)
92.6% agree

Having youth attendees be participants rather than recipients in the learning process.  (N = 255)
91% agree

Providing opportunities for youth to develop skills that make them succeed.  (N = 254)
91.7% agree

Helping youth recognize, understand and appreciate multiculturalism.  (N = 253)
87.8% agree

Helping youth grow and contribute as active citizens through service and leadership.  (N = 250)
90% agree
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