Veggie 202 Workshop:  Raised Beds & Containers
May 2015

Location:  Riverview Launch – barn or outdoors, depending on weather



48 chairs, porta potty, electricity, water
Time:  6:00 – 8:00 pm

Date:  May (not on Tuesdays)

Cost:  Free

Outline: (45 minutes)

Advantages:



Warm up more quickly in spring



More control over soil make-up



Easier access, less bending


Things to Think About:



Location – make it convenient




6-8 hours of sunlight daily




Easy access to irrigation



Cool down more quickly in fall


Building a Bed:



No more than 4’ across, any length

Critter control at soil level – landscape fabric, wire screen, cardboard


weed alert if use landscape fabric - crabgrass will grow right through

cardboard – avoid color inks

Safe materials – wood and other options, talk about safe materials & creating 


barrier 

Safe soil – soil test

Fill ‘er up:



Soil recipe



Lasagne gardening



Compost



Mineral additions



Weed control at soil level



Fertilizer


Planting:



Intensive



Plant for maximum sunlight



Mulch


Maintaining a Healthy Bed:



Add organic matter annually



Season extenders


Q&A:  (10 minutes)


Build a Box with Tomme:  (30 minutes)
He will prepare a box for building, will donate supplies and with get a cost list for the supplies needed.


Tour raised beds at Riverview:  (30 minutes)
Content:


Check Veg. 101 ppt.

Handouts:  soil recipe, patterns for raised beds, soil testing bookmarks, CGN brochures,  plant quantities for intensive gardening
Take books worth purchasing

Volunteer assistance:  Master Gardener
Call Leaf Man, City of Kalamazoo, KLS, Farm ‘n Garden & box stores for list of available products and cost.

Provide beverages: Linda will take supplies

Pre-register:  Linda will create form/flyer

