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February 2017 

Hello 4-H Families, 

Congratulations to Jamie Stevens from Dyna Mutts 4-H Club for winning the 4-H Gift Basket for the 

Re-enrollment Giveaway! Thank you to everyone who re-enrolled! As we transition into the new year, 

the current 2016-17 4-H member and volunteer list is what we use to send out any important infor-

mation through email. Leaders, please check youth from your club to make sure they are all set with 

the online enrollment and participation fee of $10. If you have any questions, please call the office.  

Any youth or volunteer not re-enrolled will not be getting this newsletter, so please share with clubs 

as needed and encourage them to re-enroll as soon as possible. Thank you! 

In this newsletter, we have a LOT of good information for upcoming Spring events, so read on!  

Spring’s around the corner-woohoo! Attached to your emails is a one page information sheet on ap-

propriate use of social media that I encourage our leaders to review together at club meetings. It 

seems to be more and more  important in this day and age to watch what and how you say things 

out there in internetland. Thanks and have a great month!  

Kathy 

Calendar of Events  
(Small meeting room=SMR; Lg. meeting room=LMR (Downstairs); Board Room=BR) 

 

Horse Leaders Committee    February 15, 7pm LMR 

Auction Committee     February  20, 5:30pm, BR 

Dog Committee      February 20, 5:30pm, 4-H Office 

Council       February  20, 7:00pm, BR 

Spring Achievement     March 11, NB Wesleyan  

Beef Committee     March 12, 8:00am Ed Tech 

Poultry Committee     March 13, 6:30pm SMR 

Swine Committee     March 13, 6:30pm LMR 

Goat Committee     March 13, 6pm BR 

Livestock Committee     March 13, 7:30pm LMR 

Horse Leaders Committee    March 15, 7pm LMR 

Youth Business Guide to Success Workshop  March 22, 6-9pm BR 

($25 fee includes curriculum book valued at $40-see pg 5) 

Celebrity/Spring Auction    Mar 31 and Apr 1(note earlier time) 

This is how it all begins…. 

http://msue.anr.msu.edu/county/info/calhoun


Michigan 4-H Exploration 
Days is coming! 
June 21-23, 2017 
Michigan State University 

This fun MSU pre-college program could be the highlight of your summer - it could even change your life! About 2,500 youth (ages 
11-19) and chaperones from across Michigan attend annually. 

4-H Exploration Days registration goes from mid-March through April with session assignments made on a first-come, first-served 

basis. This MSU pre-college program is designed to: 

 Increase responsibility, confidence, independence, accountability, problem-solving, decision-making and time management 
skills. 

 Increase communication, team work, citizenship, and leadership skills. 

 Foster ability to meet new people and make new friends from different places and backgrounds. 

 Develop and expand career and personal interests. 

 Increase college exploration and access to the Michigan State University campus and its resources. 

 Develop social and academic skills needed for a successful transition to college and life as an adult. 

 Give youth opportunities to try things that aren’t available in their county. 

Thanks to the funds raised from the Lapeer County 4-H Auction (thank you to those of you helping visit businesses this year!), 4-H 

Council is pleased to offer partial scholarships to Lapeer 4-H youth to attend Exploration Days.  This, along with a potential partial 

scholarship from campus, will keep the cost down so that it is very affordable.  We will send out an email when registration books 

come out. It will also be online for you, so that you can choose your classes and bring in your registration and deposit (amount 

TBD) as soon as possible, where the registrations will be numbered in the order they are received.  Each youth’s class choices will 

be entered by staff as soon as registration opens up statewide, which is highly competitive for many of the classes.  Make sure you 

choose many class options! If you haven’t gone yet and are old enough (11 4-H age), PLEASE consider experiencing this really great 

program! We can’t say enough great things about it, so call the office if you have any questions.   

2017 Spring Achievement/Style Revue  March 11, 2017                                           
You should have received your email for the Spring Achievement/Style Revue information and registration.  If you don’t see it, 

please call the office and we can forward you the Fact Sheet and Registration.  Do you have an indoor project you’ve been working 

on and would like feedback on how to make it even better? Do you have a talent you’d like to perform or a demonstration? Would 

you like to walk the catwalk in an outfit you’ve sewn or purchased cost-consciously?  Spring Achievement/Style Revue is a fun day 

to get together and show off what you’ve been working on all winter and just have fun! We ask many adult judges to come to pro-

vide critique and support as well as providing a space for all clubs to display their indoor projects. If you’d like to do an indoor pro-

ject for fair, this is a great way to bring it in for judging, make improvements if needed, and strive for the Best of Show at the East-

ern Michigan State Fair!  Here is the basic information: 

North Branch Wesleyan Church, 3164 North Branch Rd., North Branch (M-90) 

Friday, Feb. 24   Registration, cover design and club display space deadline 

Friday, March 10    4-H club setup and early absentee projects drop off at building behind the North Branch           
   Wesleyan:  Church: 5-7 p.m. (Clubs can also set up on Saturday morning starting at 8:30 a.m.) 

Saturday, March 11 Judging—9:30am—3:30pm (See Fact Sheet for exact times) 
   County Awards Ceremony 4:00pm  

http://msue.anr.msu.edu/program/info/4_h_exploration_days
http://www.msu.edu/


Financial Manual Reminders: 
Per the new Financial manuals (page 7 of Volunteer Financial Manual) Administrative leaders received 

at Fall Leader Update, I would like to remind everyone of one particular item in there as many clubs’ 

seasons are about to begin: If your club has $100 or more for at least 30 days then you are REQUIRED to open 

a checking or savings account. The address that must be given to the bank is the Lapeer County MSU Exten-

sion office: 1800 Imlay City Road, Ste. 1, Lapeer, MI 48446 with no debit/credit cards created for those ac-

counts.  The office will make a copy for our records and then email the administrative leader, or designated 

person in the club, the statements on a monthly basis. If your bank charges for paper statements, you should 

consider switching to one without a paper statement charge.  If you choose to have a paperless account, then 

it will be your responsibility to get the bank statement to Brenda Patrick every month as soon as it’s available. 

If you have any questions or challenges with this new process, please don’t hesitate to come talk with me so 

we can work out a good situation for everyone.  

 

New Snapshot Sheets for Cloverbuds! 
10 new Michigan 4-H Cloverbud Snapshot Sheets for you to add to your local resources.  What is a 4-H Snap-
shot, you may ask?? The 4-H snapshot sheet series covers what 4-H’ers can learn from projects, ways to get 
involved and resources for learning more . They are very helpful especially as activities are about to begin 
again in many clubs with Spring approaching.  The Snapshots can be found by visiting http://
msue.anr.msu.edu/resources/michigan_4_h_cloverbud_snapshot_sheet_series.  You can also find these and 
the main 4-H snapshots link on our website: http://msue.anr.msu.edu/county/lapeer/lapeer_county_4_h/
club_information 
 

2017 State Youth Leadership Council (SYLC)
—Congratulations, Kayla Aboukarroum! 
Another youth from Lapeer County 4-H earns a position 
on  SYLC! 
Michigan 4-H Youth Development believes youth pro-
grams are the strongest when youth join the decision-
making table as participants in program planning, rather 
than as recipients in program offerings. Michigan 4-H has 
created a place for youth leadership and voice at the 
state level through the creation of the State Youth Lead-
ership Council. January 2017 marks the council’s fourth 
year of existence and 13 members were welcomed to the prestigious council this month.  We’re excited to 
see what the future holds for Kayla and her accomplishments through SYLC!  You can also read the full article 
on the MSUE website and learn more about how you can get involved in SYLC in 2018!  
 

Weather Reminder: 
Lapeer County 4-H policy is that if Lapeer Community Schools close for weather conditions, then we do not 
hold any meetings in the 4-H Office. Postings will be made to the “Lapeer County 4-H” Facebook page as re-
minders.  As always, if the weather is bad, you can always call the office to see if the meeting you planned on 
attending will take place.  Sometimes meetings happen when school is not in session, so just check the Face-
book page or call if you are not sure. We want you to be safe !:) 

http://msue.anr.msu.edu/resources/michigan_4_h_cloverbud_snapshot_sheet_series
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/resources/michigan_4_h_cloverbud_snapshot_sheet_series
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/county/lapeer/lapeer_county_4_h/club_information
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/county/lapeer/lapeer_county_4_h/club_information
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/topic/info/4_h
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/program/info/sylc
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/program/info/sylc
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/2017_michigan_4_h_state_youth_leadership_council_members_announced


The following are some great state level events we encourage our youth and volunteers to attend. Remember, 
Lapeer County 4-H Council reimburses one 4-H workshop fee per year (may be partial reimbursement depending 
on costs) for youth and volunteers—so go explore! 

 

The 4-H Shooting Sports Adult and Teen Instructor’s Certification Workshop scheduled for April 28-30, 2017, at 
Kettunen Center is now open for registration. Registrations can now be made by individuals, families, and 
county staff.   Participants may register at https://events.anr.msu.edu/ShootSportWksp2017/ .  

The Michigan 4-H Dairy Conference scheduled for March 17-19, 2017, at Kettunen Center is now open for reg-
istration. Registrations can now be made by individuals, families, and county staff. Participants may register at 
https://events.anr.msu.edu/4HDairyConference17/.  

4-H Great Lakes and Natural Resources camp is now accepting applications! Camp will be held July 30-August 
5, 2017 and is open to youth ages 13-15.  To find out more information and to register, please click: http://
msue.anr.msu.edu/program/4_h_great_lakes_natural_resources_camp/cost_and_how_to_apply .  

The 2017 camper fee is $375 for Michigan 4-H members and $385 for Michigan youth who are nonmem-
bers.  The fee includes meals and snacks, lodging, a T-shirt, and program and activity fees. Camp is held at 
Camp Chickagami (http://www.campchickagami.org/) in Presque Isle. 

   
 

Managing Farm Stress Workshop 
MSU Extension has developed a workshop specially designed for people who work with agricultural producers 

and farm families who want to know more about managing farm-related stress and learn ways to approach 

and communicate with those in need.  The workshop will include: 

•Adam Kantrovich discussing the present agricultural market situation with an overview of how this has 

affected a farm’s financial situation and cash flow. 

•Roger Betz discussing his experiences working with farm families that are under financial distress. 

•Suzanne Pish highlighting the detrimental impact of stress on our body and state of mind, providing infor-

mation on how to recognize some of the warning signs of depression, self-harm and mental illness. 

  
We have two workshops coming up in March: 
 Thumb Information  
March 24, 2017 
Lunch provided 
10:30am to 2:30pm  
Saginaw Valley Research Station,  
3775 S Reese Rd, Frankenmuth, MI 48734.   
 Event is free but MUST RSVP: 
https://events.anr.msu.edu/farmersunderstressthumb/ 
  
Attached to email is a flyer with more information. 

  

West Branch information 
March 17, 2017 
10:00am-2:00pm 
Lunch Provided204 S. Eighth ST.  West 
Branch MI 48661 
EVENT is free but MUST RSVP: 
https://events.anr.msu.edu/

https://events.anr.msu.edu/ShootSportWksp2017/
https://events.anr.msu.edu/4HDairyConference17/
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/program/4_h_great_lakes_natural_resources_camp/cost_and_how_to_apply
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/program/4_h_great_lakes_natural_resources_camp/cost_and_how_to_apply
http://www.campchickagami.org/
https://events.anr.msu.edu/farmersunderstressthumb/
https://events.anr.msu.edu/farmersunderstress_ogemaw


   



Stay Connected! 
If you are involved in any of the following, an easy way to stay connected is to join the Remind app.  

4-H Ambassadors, 4-H Indoor Superintendents, Camp Counselors, Helping Hooves PEP, and the Horse Pro-

ject Area: Keep up-to-date and informed on what’s happening in these groups by signing up with Remind. 

Directions are below; messages come directly to your phone and you will know when the next meeting, 

training or event is happening.  

Indoor superintendents:  Text the message @86k39c to the number 81010 or 810-360-6057. If you have a 

smartphone, open your web browser and go to the following link: rmd.at/86k39c and follow the instruc-

tions. 

PEP: Text the message @hhpep to the number 81010 or to the number 810-360-6057. Smartphone-open 

your web browser and go to the following link: rmd.at/hhpep and follow the instructions. 

Camp Counselors: Text the message @campcounse to the number 81010 or to the number 810-360-6057. 

Smartphone- open your web browser and go to the link: rmd.at/campcounse and follow the instructions. 

Ambassadors: Text the message @2kbkf to the number 81010 or to the number 810-360-6057. 

Smartphone-open your web browser and go to the link rmd.at/2kbkf and follow the instructions. 

Horse project area: Text the message @2a4864 to 81010 or to the number 810-360-6057. Smartphone –

open your web browser and go to the link rmd.at/2a4864 and follow the instructions. 

 



7 
STATEWIDE CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 4-H Workshops 

 
 
February 17-18: 4-H Veterinary Science Teen & Adult Leaders Workshop 
https://events.anr.msu.edu/event.cfm?eventID=E6B7FF2B7A78D0A4 
Kettunen Center, Tustin 
 
February 18-19: 4-H Beef, Sheep & Swine Teen & Adult Leaders Workshop  
https://events.anr.msu.edu/event.cfm?eventID=E6B7FF2B7A78D0A4 
Kettunen Center, Tustin 
 
February 22: Michigan 4-H Embryology Staff, Teacher and Volunteer Training 
https://events.anr.msu.edu/event.cfm?eventID=B4D2D654CB6AAA94 
MSU Federal Credit Union, East Lansing 
 
February 25: Teen & Adult 4-H Horse Leaders’ Conference 
http://www.ans.msu.edu/extension/horse_youth_programs 
Anthony Hall, MSU, East Lansing 
 
March 4: Spring Galaxy 4-H Horse Program Committee 
Contact Taylor Fabus (tenlenta@msu.edu) 
Anthony Hall, MSU, East Lansing 
 
March 17-19: Michigan 4-H Dairy Conference 
Contact Melissa Elischer (elischa@msu.edu) 
Kettunen Center, Tustin 
 
 

Other 4-H Events 
 
February 17-20: National Youth Summit on Healthy Living 
http://4hcenter.org/tours-programs/national-youth-summit-series/#!healthy-living 
National 4-H Conference Center, Chevy Chase, Maryland  
 
February 18: Michigan 4-H Night With the Griffins 
Contact Tarin Minkel (minkeltj@anr.msu.edu) 
Van Andel Arena, Grand Rapids  
 
March 19-22: 4-H Capitol Experience 
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/4_h_capitol_experience_3 
Okemos Conference Center, Okemos 
 
March 26: Michigan 4-H & FFA Horse Judging Contest 
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/michigan_4_h_ffa_horse_judging_contest 
MSU Pavilion, Lansing 
 
 
For the most up-to-date events listing, go to http://4h.msue.msu.edu/events  

 

http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/michigan_4_h_ffa_horse_judging_contest
http://4h.msue.msu.edu/events


8 
Will You Put the “U” in the Challenge U 4-H FunFest?  
The 2017 Challenge U 4-H FunFest is another special workshop for younger (aged 9 to 13) Michigan 
4-H (http://msue.anr.msu.edu/topic/info/4_h)’ers. At this event, participants will: 

 Spend two action-packed days – in sessions they choose, led by experts – learning the secrets of 
healthy living and food science. The hands-on sessions from which to choose will include: 

 What to eat and when to increase energy 

 Becoming a junior chef 

 Relaxation tips and tricks 

 Indoor and outdoor cooking 

 Healthy money habits 

 Food preservation 

 Dancing and more. 
 
Through such 4-H projects, young people both enjoy hands-on activities 
and develop life skills (http://bit.ly/1PVDmlX). For example, by allowing  
4-H’ers to choose the sessions in which they want to participate, they 
learn decision-making skills and independence. At the 2017 Challenge U  
4-H FunFest, youth will also learn communication, cooperation and  
teamwork. All in all, participants learn to make “the best (themselves) 
better.”  

 

 Enjoy some fun in the great outdoors 

 Have an overnight workshop experience  

 Meet other 4-H’ers from around the state 
  

Who 
Youth 9 to 13 years old as of January 1, 2017 and chaperones 
  

When 
March 11 to 12, 2017 (begins 9:30 to 10:30 Saturday morning and ends at 11:30 Sunday morning,  
before lunch) 
  

Where 
Kettunen Center (http://www.kettunencenter.org) in Tustin 

  

How 
The Challenge U 4-H FunFest schedule and registration is available on 
the web (http://bit.ly/2joxVkS). The registration fee ($70 for 4-H  
members and volunteers or $119 for non4-H members and volunteers) 
includes overnight housing, meals and all session supplies. 
  

 
If you need more details than are available on the registration site given above, you can obtain 

additional information from: 

 Your local MSU Extension county 4-H staff (http://msue.anr.msu.edu/county) 

 Michelle Neff (by email at hydemich@msu.edu or by telephone at 989-539-7805)  

 

STATEWIDE NEWS AREA 

http://msue.anr.msu.edu/topic/info/4_h
http://www.kettunencenter.org
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/county
mailto:hydemich@msu.edu
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Lapeer County 


