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Ihis guide will
help you learn
how fo prepare
your cart for
showing, how to
handle it safely,

- and what judges
of cat shows look
for.
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Member Appearance

You, as well as your cat, are on display the entire fime you
are in the show ring. Therefore, your appearance and
conduct are important.

¢ Your hair and clothing should be neat and clean.

o Do not wear jewelry that dangles or that might injure
you or your cat.

¢ Nail polish is fine as long as it’s fresh and unchipped.
¢ Do not chew gum.

« Do not block the judge’s view of the cat with your
head or with long hair.

= Be prepared to be called back into the show nng
when you are in the benching area.

» Be polite to those around you and to the judge.

showmanship

When your number is called, hold your cat in the safety
carry and approach the judge. Keep the harness and
leash on the cat, and the loop end of the leash over the
wrist of one arm throughout the judging.

In the safety carry, grasp the cat’s forelegs between your
thumb and fingers with at least one finger between the
cat’s legs. Support the cat’s chest in the palm of your
hand. Then, you may either tuck the cat’s rump and rear
legs under your elbow against your body or riding on your
hip, with your opposite hand grasping the nape of the
cat’s neck; or you may hold the cat’s rear legs in the same
manner as the forelegs.



At the judge’s table,

pose the caf in a sitfing or
standing position facing the
judge. Show your cat’s
conformation in this order:
head shape (long face or
round face), body type
(long body or cobby body),
tail (or lack of tail), and coat
Texture.

.

Long Face

Round Face

Long Body (All feet may be
left on the table or the
forelegs liffted.)

Coat Texture Keeping cat
with its side foward the
judge, run your hand
against the lay of the coat @D:j: :
and then back down the e, T
body to smooth it down.
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Condition

Have the cat face the
judge again. Starting with
the cai’s head, show:

the teeth and gums,

the nose,

and the ears.
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Slide your hand down over A . g
the shoulder and leg, grasp .
the paw and gently T e

squeeze it fo show the

claws. Do this on all four
paws. Then hold the cat on

ifs rump with its belly facing
the judge. Ruffle the coat to
show cleanliness and
grooming.




Equipment

The harness should be unable to siip off, but not fight enough o
cause discomfort To the cat. It should also be clean. Use a small

light lecsh.

QUESTIONS

When you are done presenting your caf, refum if 1o a
comfcricble position and remain standing before the judge.
Answer any guesiions from the judge as well as you ccn. The
judge may make ¢ furiher examinafion arf this fime.

When the judge dismisses you, pick up your caf in the scrfefy
carry end return fo the judging cage or the
benching crec, whichever one the judge
indicates. Stay in the benching arec unfil
your competition class is done, sincs
you may be called tack before the
judge. The judge may clso have you
exchange cafs with another
pcriicipant.
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Appecrance:
Neat, Clean

Atteniive

G190l

Courteous

Control of Cat.
Leash on Wrist

Showing Head and
Body

Showing Tail and
Coat Texture

Teeth (No Tartar)

Nose (Clear)

Eyes (Bright and
Clecn)

Ears (Free of Mites)

Nails (Cllipped)

Coat (Clean, Well
Groomed)
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Hamess (Well Fiting)
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Question

TOTAL
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