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Dear Great Lakes Grazier, 

 The 2013 growing year is off to a good start mainly because we have soil moisture once again.  Hay and pasture growth is 
abundant in most parts of the State but there are still concerns.  Grain crop tillage and planting was slowed by the wet soils,  and 
now dry hay harvest is being delayed by wet soil conditions and additional rainfall.  

 But after last year’s drought we are not going to complain about too much rain.  We know there will be hay harvest win-
dow of opportunity coming.  Currently hay prices are still staying high for the following reasons: very little carry-over of 2012 hay; 
high grain prices; wet weather that is hampering the baling of dry hay; yields that thus far are not above average; reports out of 
Wisconsin and Minnesota of winter kill reducing the density of their alfalfa field causing speculation that farms over the Lake will 
need more MI hay; and less hay acres in State as many were planted to corn and soybeans. 

 Hay and pasture yields are quite variable this year.  Moisture has not been the most limiting factor thus far so yields this 
season are heavily dependent upon soil fertility.  A long term trial I am conducting at the MSU Lake City BioAg Research Center 
has shown the importance of proper fertilization this spring.  The yields for the 1st cutting grass hay crop were:  

• Control with no fertilization     1.5 ton/acre of dry matter 
• 110 lbs./acre of nitrogen with P & K applied according to soil test  2.7 ton/a of dry matter 

 This plot was harvested on June 7 and the fertilized trials yielded 1.2 tons more per acre or at  a hay price of $130 per ton, 
an extra $156 per acre.  When the fertilizer cost of $86.87 and the spreading fee of $8 per acre is subtracted from the hay value, just 
on the 1st cutting thus far, the gross revenue  is $69.33 per acre more with the fertilizer applied.  We assume the 2nd cutting will also 
benefit from the spring-time fertilizer application and will be able to 
determine how much with the other harvests.  

 In the drought of 2012 the best of these trials only yielded 
$50/acre of forage more for three cuttings than the cost of the fertilizer.  
The worst trial lost $54/acre because of the lack of rainfall.  That is 
why I am running this trial over several years to determine the long 
term impact of fertilization over various weather events. 

 Because of all of these factors hay prices early in the harvest 
season are holding over $130/ton for just about all types of hay.         
Following are some early season reports for 1st cutting: 

• Lower quality grass and alfalfa mixed grass 1st cutting $130 - $180 per ton  
• Medium quality alfalfa mixed hays  $140 - $200 per ton 
• High quality alfalfa hays    $180 - $300 per ton 
(prices are dependent upon quality and bale type) 

 We will know a lot more after all the 1st cutting is harvested and the pastures have been grazed a few turns.  Stay tuned!
  

   Jerry Lindquist 

    

 

   MSU Extension Grazing & Field Crop Educator 
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Automatic Milking Systems (AMS) on Grazing Farms Workshop and Webinar  
 
When: Friday June 28, 2013  
Where: W.K. Kellogg Biological Station, Academic Center, Auditorium,  
   3700 East Gill Lake Dr. Hickory Corners, MI 49060 
 
Speakers for the workshop include Dr. Santiago Utsumi, Michigan State University-KBS, and Drs. Cameron 
Clark and Nicolas Lyons, University of Sydney, Australia. 
 
Speakers will address the following topics: 
 
•      Strategic development of successful feed-base plans on AMS-grazing farms 
•      Recent advances on cow traffic management for single-box AMS and AMR in pasture-based systems 
•      Feasibility analysis of AMS on a Midwestern pasture-based farms 
 
Presentation will be followed by an optional tour of the KBS Pasture Dairy Center led by Howard Straub III, 
Dairy Manager 
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MSU Extension Pasture Walk 
Where:  Mike & Linda Klooster, 6573 East N Ave 

Kalamazoo, Michigan 
When:  Tuesday, June 18, 2013,   6:00 – 8:30 P.M.  
 

  Evening Itinerary 
  Gathering and introductions       6:00 P.M. 
  Head out into the pasture                6:15 P.M. 
  Return to barn for refreshments  8:30 P.M. 
 

The Kloosters have made a living in the greenhouse industry and just recently decided to ven-
ture into another aspect of agriculture raising grass fed beef.  Those a ending will have the 
opportunity to learn about the following: 

• Newly established orchard grass/clover pastures 
• New fencing and working facili es 
• New pasture water system 
• Red Angus breeding stock from 5L Ranch in Montana and a sire from Pharo Ca le Co., in 

Colorado.  
 

Representa ves from the fencing, working facili es, seed sales, and MSUE will be on hand as 
resources for those in a endance.  In addi on the Kloosters are in the process of becoming 
MAEAP verified and a representa ve from the  Soil Conserva on District will be on hand to 
share insight on the process of individuals seeking to become MAEAP verified. 

Direc ons:  On the southeast side of Kalamazoo take the Sprinkle Road exit off of I-94 and go 
approximately 1 mile south on Sprinkle Rd. to East N Ave., and turn east and travel approxi-
mately 1 1/2 miles to Great Lakes Greenhouse.   The mee ng loca on is on the north side of 
the road. For more informa on contact Jerry Lindquist, MSU Extension Grazing Educator at 
231-832-6139. 
 
MSU is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer. Michigan State University Extension programs and materials are open to all without regard to race, color, 
national origin, gender, gender identity, religion, age, height, weight, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital status, family status or veteran status. 
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