
Montcalm County Livestock Meeting 
March 19, 2018 

Ash Building 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:12 pm.  Those in attendance were:  Melanie Rodenhouse, William 
and Heidi Brandt, Jill Bartalo, Heather Anderson, Kadren Grawburg, Katie Courtade, Brad Heft, Kim 
McIntyre, Jeane Steinberg, Jennifer Bouck, Bonnie Havlicek, Cory Wall, Paula Plank, Nancy Story, Tom 
Gittus, Angie Wall, Sherry Brown, Megan Wall, Ben and Heather Anderson, Jim and Melany Dunham, 
Carrie Harkness, Lisa and Marv Johnson, Todd Hetherington, Brian Plank, Mary Gee, Sally Thomsen, 
Michelle and Mary Nitengale, Mike Jensen, Doug Uzelac, and Tim Chaffin. 
 
Secretary’s Report:  Sherry Brown made a motion to accept the secretary’s report as published and it 
was seconded by Doug Uzelac.  The motion passed. 
 
Treasurers Report:  Angie handed out a report with the account balances as follows: 

 Business Checking Account:  $724.51 

 Livestock Auction Account:  $10,830.49 

 ChemFlex Account:  $4,661.87 

 Mortality Fund:  $5,104.20 
Accounts total:  $21,321.07 
Paula asked what the 4% was from the auction this year. 
A motion was made to put the report on file by Lisa Johnson and seconded by Todd Hetherington.  The 
motion passed. 
 
MSU Extension Report:  Exploration day’s registration is open. 

 Council needs volunteers for the pancake breakfast and auction 

 Rabbit show scheduled for the fairgrounds 

 Cloverbud craft day scheduled 
 
Old Business: 

 Swine  PQA/YQCA:  Tarin has agreed to teach one PQA class in Montcalm County.  The proposed 
date is May 10th 2018 at 6pm, there is no confirmed place at this time.  YQCA is also online, 
there is a cost required to take it. 

 Beef Carcass Show:  Brian Plank reported that Tom and a lady from the GRACF will attend the 
April 16th meeting to present and he is going to see if Kevin Gould could attend also. 

 Sheep and Swine Carcass Show:  Doug Uzelac booked Allan Cullham to judge. 

 Sheep Gates:  Cory Wall has a quote for $13,752.00 to sand blast and powder coat 60 pens.  
There was discussion on just painting them again.  Will work on after fair. 

 Auction Meal:  Carrie Harkness reported on behalf of Hoofbeaters.  Brandy Tiffany is the contact 
person; they have submitted for donations.  Sherry Brown will touch base with Sages.  Meat 
donations are needed.  Put time line on next agenda. 

 Show works Committee Update:  Online registration will open May 12th and close at midnight on 
June 3rd.  Leaders will be able to approve classes June 4th through June 10th.  Sign up only for 
classes you know you will do, classes can be added later, there is a cost for every entry.  The 
committee is looking for 3 to 4 volunteers to learn the program from each species.  You will 
need your own laptop and they will be holding a class on April 22nd from 1 to 3pm. 



 Sale Order:    There was discussion on how to run the sale order this year.  Kim McIntyre made a 
motion that we sell in the order of Grand Champion Market, Reserve Grand Champion Market, 
Grand Champion Showman, Reserve Grand Champion Showman and then all other exhibitors 
will follow with a lottery.  The motion was seconded by Melanie Rodenhouse.  The motion 
passed with one opposed. 

 Auctioneers:  Cory Wall reported all of the auctioneers set up, and the website has the auction 
starting at 3pm.  We will have Paula Planks list from last month’s meeting and Art Smith.  Jason 
Bruher will post on his Facebook page and he will bring a ringman.  Dan and Art will possibly 
have ringmen as well. 

 Fair Association Auction Account:  Kadren Grawburg talked about the Livestock Committee 
being a broker for the auction; Todd Hetherington gave some reasons for why we need to do 
this, such as, we cannot use a credit card through 4H.  Lisa Johnson also reported that we could 
possibly be covered under the fairs insurance so there would be no need for our mortality 
account.  Lisa also gave the history of the auction in our county.  Kadren brought Katie Courtade 
from MSU to talk to us, she said she is fairly new and does not know much about our county but 
urged us to have faith in the mileage.  Bonnie Havlicek suggested that we have the fair 
association be our brokers this year for the auction.  After lengthy discussion the account was 
tabled. 

 Bylaws:  Sherry Brown brought the corrected bylaws to the meeting.  There was one spelling 
correction needed, Sherry will correct that.  Todd Hetherington motioned that we table until the 
next meeting and it was seconded by Michelle Nitengale.  The motion passed. 

 Carcass Cut Up Sheets:  Sherry Brown is updating them. 

 Pancake Breakfast and Auction is March 24th. 
 
New Business: 

 Livestock Exhibitor meeting:  Need dates.  Sherry Brown will send out a topic list from last year.  
Tabled until next meeting. 

 April 1st deadline for registering Market Feeder Beef 

 October 1st is the new deadline for all fairbook changes. 

 Michelle Nitengale reported on a combine donated to support the mileage.  They are asking for 
all 4H clubs to make signs that will be put on the combine and displayed around the county.  
They are needed by May 1st and can be given to Kim Thomsen.  They are also in need of pictures 
for their website. 

 
A motion to adjourn was made by Michelle Nitengale and seconded by Doug Uzelac.  The meeting 
adjourned at 8:51 pm. 
The next meeting will be April 16th at 7 pm in the Ash Building. 
 


