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AND
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Natural Resources and Environmental Education Programs 

The Wayne County Michigan State University Extension natural resources and environmental education programs have served over 102,000 children, youth and adults since 1999.  Programs are designed to educate and reconnect the Michigan citizenry, especially those living predominantly in urban areas, with the land.

In the year 2013 the Natural Resources and Environmental Education Programs was successful in delivering quality programs to 11,981 participants. The program provided outdoor and environmental education programs to 10,093 youth and 1,888 adults.  Utilizing vessel based education, fishing, archery, camping, nature exploration, water studies and other outdoor education programs.  Youth and adults in southeast Michigan and other locations across the state are increasing their knowledge, experiences and appreciation for our natural resources based on the participation in Michigan State University Extension’s Outdoor and Environmental Education Programs.  

The MSU Extension Southeast Michigan Outdoor Education Program accomplishes this goal through these activities:

Great Lakes Education Program
This classroom and vessel-based field educational experience focuses on the Great Lakes and Detroit River resources. The program includes segments that integrate history, geography, physical and biological sciences, math, literature and the arts to increase student interest in natural resources and encourage understanding of their role as environmental stewards. The first phase of the program begins in the classroom with their teachers utilizing the GLEP curriculum which includes activities that focus on water, land, people and life.  These activities are design to familiarize students with the Great Lakes and the ecosystems. The second phase of the program is a field experience aboard a fifty foot Coast Guard certified ship which is converted into a floating classroom.  The actual experience aboard the vessel known as the “schoolship” phase is designed to engage students in an exploration of the physical, chemical, cultural and biological dimensions of the Great Lakes watersheds specifically the Detroit River and Lake Erie.  Students perform a variety of water quality and water chemistry experiments and other activities designed to expand on the concepts introduced in the classroom.  Students participate in activities such as: weather observation, navigation, marlinespike and marine knot-tying, bottom sampling, plankton sampling, dissolved oxygen experiments, pH and carbon dioxide experiments, water clarity and color test.

 The post cruise phase of the Great Lakes Education Program is presented in the classroom by teachers utilizing the GLEP curriculum’s post cruise activities designed to reinforce the concepts provided in the pre cruise and cruise learning experience of the program.

Stepping Stones Outdoor Education Programs

Youth and are offered educational programs in the great outdoors sponsored by Michigan State University Extension and the Michigan Department of Natural Resources .  These programs were designed to introduce non-traditional and urban youth to multiple outdoor experiences.  Youth will engage in experiential learning experiences such as fishing, camping, archery, water studies and nature exploration.  The Stepping Stones Programs are presented at a variety of Michigan State Parks across the state. In the year 2013 programs were offered at P.J. Hoffmaster State Park, Bay City Recreation Area, Holly Recreation Area, Island Lake Recreation Area, Maybury State Park, Muskegon State Park, Proud Lake Recreation Area and Sleepy Hollow State Park,, These programs help youth develop new outdoor recreation skills and important life skills such as responsibility, decision-making, team work and respect for our natural resources.
 Archery                                                                                                      Michigan State University Extension develops coordinates and oversees archery programs for youth after-school utilizing the 4-H archery program format. MSUE also assist in the development and program delivery of during school archery programs utilizing the National Archery in the Schools Program format.   Archery is a sport that can involve people of all ages.  It does not require great strength, and it does not require great expenditures in order to participate.  Archery is excellent family recreation with a nearly infinite array of potential activities.  This activity teaches the basic rules of safety, proper equipment selection and care and beginning shooting techniques.  Archery also teaches concentration, discipline, respect and responsibility. 
Angler Education

Fishing is an especially valuable experience and a method to improve family communication and increase quality family time. Interested adults and youth share experiences that provide training and encourage natural resources and environmental awareness and fisheries stewardship. These fishing experiences take place in classrooms and in various outdoor settings.  Fishing programs are delivered in urban settings in small lakes or ponds, also in rural settings on rivers, lakes and ponds.  Each program is designed to introduce participants to the various types of fishing equipment and tackle, casting techniques, fish biology, various baits that can be used and the safe handling of fish. 

