


INSTRUCTIONS FOR RABBIT BOOK PROJECT 
 

The following pages contain questions pertaining to the rabbit project area. 
 
Answers to these questions can be found in Rabbits, rabbits, Rabbits (4-H 
publication), The Standard of Perfection, A Guide to Raising Better Rabbits 
(publications of The American Rabbit Breeders Association), Rabbit Production 
(published by Interstate Press), or Your Rabbits (Storybook Publication).  These 
books and other helpful rabbit materials are available at the MSU Extension office 
for your use or can be purchased at rabbit shows.  See your leader for this 
information or check the blue notebook given out at Rabbit Clinics. 
 
The purpose of this book is to familiarize the exhibitor with the materials available 
and how to use those materials. 
 
Each exhibitor is required to answer questions based on their year in the project 
area. 
 
Each year exhibitors will be required to answer different questions from this book.  
Therefore, this project MUST be kept on file by the exhibitor.  It is suggested that 
this book, all pages of answers and extra pages used be kept in a 3-ring binder. 
 
 
 
 

REQUIREMENTS FOR PROJECT BOOKS 
 

1. Must be done in ink or typed. 
2. Must be completed by 4-H member. 
3. Written Story. 
4. Leader Signature. 
5. Green exhibitor tag must be stapled to the front cover of record book. 
 



COMPLETE FOR EIGHTH YEAR IN PROJECT 
 

Name (first name and last initial) _______________________________________ 
 
Exhibitor Number ___________________________________________________ 
 
Year in 4-H _________________ Year in Rabbit Record Book _______________ 
 
Name of 4-H Club___________________________________________________ 
 
Project Leader’s Name _______________________________________________ 
 
Project Leader’s Signature ____________________________________________ 
 
Leader’s Comments: _________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Attach photo of you and one of your rabbits. 
Additional pages of pictures are recommended, but not required. 



Tell about your rabbit (if you have more than one, choose one to tell about): 
 
1. What is your rabbit’s name? _______________________Tattoo #__________ 

BREED _______________________VARIETY________________________ 

Circle correct sex and class: 

BUCK          DOE           JUNIOR           INTERMEDIATE           SENIOR 

2. If you have more than one rabbit, fill in the information below:  

Ear #         Name          Breed          Variety          Sex        Class       Age/Birthdate  

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 



Breeding / Early Weeks 

3. What is the average gestation period for a rabbit? _______________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

4. At what stage of the gestation period is palpitation easiest? ________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

5. What is a baby rabbit from birth to weaning called? _____________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

6. Giving birth in rabbits is called what? ________________________________ 

7. A doe will normally kindle a) in the early morning, b) in the late afternoon, or 

c) late at night. ___________________________________________________ 

8. How many days after birth do young rabbits open their eyes? ______________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

9. How many days does a pseudo pregnancy or false pregnancy last? __________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

10. Rabbits normally nurse their young how many times per day? _____________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

11. Kits are born hairless.  Within how many days after birth will they begin to 

grow hair? ______________________________________________________ 

12. When fostering young to another litter, it is necessary to destroy the human 

scent or the scent of the original mother? YES  NO (circle one and explain why) 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 



General Questions 

13.  The hindquarters refers to what parts of the rabbit? ______________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

14.  True or False: It is not possible for a single rabbit, free of disqualifications and 

eliminations entered in a class by itself to receive a first placing.  Explain your 

answer. _________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

15. What management process will reduce the amount of hair shedding in adult 

rabbits? ________________________________________________________ 

16. What is the feed conversion ratio for a pound of gain in rabbits? ___________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

17.  What is the average peak breeding life span of a doe? ___________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

18.  For laboratory use, why are white rabbits more desirable? ________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

19.  Which characteristics would NOT be a characteristic of a prime rabbit coat: a) 

hair flows back into place quickly when stroked from rump to head, b) hairs 

are tight, c) uneven coat or d) good sheen? _____________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

20. Why are rabbits susceptible to heat stress? _____________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 





Write at least a 1 page story about your rabbit project this year.  Tell about your 
rabbit, things that you learned, things you enjoyed, challenges and goals for next year. 
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