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Clare County  

4-H Staff Member’s Message 

Hello 4-H Families, 

Fall is here and it is time to start thinking about your goals for the 
upcoming 4-H year! Maybe you would like to visit the Kettunen 
Center this year, start a performing arts group, strengthen your 
knowledge about tractors, or learn how to garden. Now is great 
time to start planning activities with your clubs and associations.  

Also, think about your possible upcoming projects when enrolling 
on 4-H Online. Reenrollment for the 2016-17 year is open   
until December 1 and enrollment fees need to be turned into 
your club leader. If you need assistance with this process, let 
me know.  

I am looking forward to seeing what the upcoming year has     
instore for us all! 

Alex Schunk 

4-H Staff: Clare County  

Announcements... 

SCIENCE BLAST: Tuesday, October 4, 

5-7pm at MMCC 

Science Blast will be held at Mid Michigan Community 

College—Harrison Campus and is sponsored by MSU 

Extension, Clare and Gladwin 4-H, and MMCC. Ride 

the Smoothie Bike, learn how bees make honey, ex-

plore plastic and welding, tour a nursing lab, and 

discover much much more! Free family fun!  

October/November 2016 

Contact Us 

Alex Schunk 
4-H Staff 
 
225 West Main Street 
P.O. Box 439 
Harrison, Michigan 48625 
 
Phone 
989-539-7805 
 
Email 
msue.clare@ 
msue.msu.edu 
 
Web Site 
msue.anr.msu.edu/county/
info/clare 
 
4-H Online 

https://mi.4honline.com/ 

http://msue.anr.msu.edu/county/info/calhoun
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/county/info/calhoun
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/county/info/calhoun
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/county/info/calhoun
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STATEWIDE CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

4-H Workshops 

 
October 5-6: Connecting Entrepreneurial Communities Conference 
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/program/info/cec 
Port Huron 
 
October 8-9: 4-H Regional Shooting Sports Air Pistol Training 
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/4-h_regional_shooting_sports_air_pistol_training  
Demmer Center, Lansing 
 
October 15-16: Michigan 4-H Goat Workshop 
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/michigan_4_h_goat_workshop 
Kettunen Center, Tustin 
 
October 29-30: 4-H Visual Arts, Crafts, Sewing & Textiles Workshop 
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/4_h_visual_arts_crafts_sewing_and_textiles_workshop_1 
Kettunen Center, Tustin 
 
November 19-20: 4-H Advisory Group Retreat 
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/4_h_advisory_group_retreat_1 
Kettunen Center, Tustin 
 
November 25-29: National 4-H Congress  
https://www.facebook.com/National4HCongress 
Atlanta, Georgia 
 

2017 
February 4-5: 4-H Winterfest 
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/4_h_winterfest_2 
Kettunen Center, Tustin 
 
February 17-18: 4-H Veterinary Science Teen & Adult Leaders Workshop 
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/4-h_veterinary_science_teen_and_adult_leaders_workshop 
Kettunen Center, Tustin 
 
February 18-19: 4-H Beef, Sheep & Swine Teen & Adult Leaders Workshop 
http://bit.ly/2ceXN18 
Kettunen Center, Tustin  
 

Other 4-H Events 
 
October 2-8: National 4-H Week 
Nationwide 
 
October 5: 4-H National Youth Science Day 
http://4-h.org/parents/national-youth-science-day 
Nationwide  
 

2017 
January 28:  4-H Rabbit & Cavy Show  
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/4_h_rabbit_and_cavy_show 
MSU Pavilion, Lansing  
 
For the most up-to-date events listing, go to http://4h.msue.msu.edu/events  

What is the 

Kettunen      

Center?  

Kettunen Center is a 

full-service            

conference and      

retreat facility, 

owned and operated 

by the Michigan 4-H 

Foundation. Located 

outside of Tustin, 

Michigan, just 20 

minutes south of   

Cadillac. 

Situated on 160 acres 

of northern Michigan 

rolling hills and      

forests on Center 

Lake, Kettunen     

Center provides 

beauty, serenity, and 

tranquility in a      

natural setting with 

many opportunities 

to unwind and        

explore while taking 

care of business. 

http://msue.anr.msu.edu/program/info/cec
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/4_h_visual_arts_crafts_sewing_and_textiles_workshop_1
http://4h.msue.msu.edu/events
http://www.mi4hfdtn.org/
http://www.mi4hfdtn.org/
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STATEWIDE NEWS AREA  

4-H: Today’s Big Picture and Our Proud Heritage! 
 
What is 4-H? 
4-H (http://4-h.org), the largest youth-development organization in both 
Michigan and the U.S., was thought up in the late 1880s. At the time,  
university, agricultural researchers realized farmers were often not willing 
to try new methods being developed on campus. However, noting that (as 
today) young people: (1) were: open to new thinking, (2) would experiment 
with new ideas and (3) would then share their experiences with adults, the  
researchers introduced their new ideas to rural youth. Thus began  4-H! 
 
Where can 4-H programs be found? 
While 4-H continues to use the hands-on, learning-by-doing, experiential learning  

(http://bit.ly/2csbWpu) approach, its scope has expanded. Today, our 
200,000-plus Michigan 4-H (http://bit.ly/12NxjLN) members are part of a 
program that reaches 7 million young people in more than 50 countries. 4-H 
Youth Development exists in all but one of the seven continents. As can be 
seen on this map (http://bit.ly/2d0vSn9), there are 4-H  programs in North 
America, Mexico, much of Central America, Bolivia, many northern   
European and Scandinavian countries, much of the southern third of Africa, 

nearly all of eastern and Southeast Asia, Australia and New Zealand. 
 
Michigan 4-H welcomes youth from all parts of the state (from the Upper Peninsula to our border 
with Indiana, from Lake Michigan’s shores to those of Lake Huron, and everywhere in between). 
Although Michigan 4-H still has rural programs, it now also includes youth from urban areas and 
the suburbs. as well. Quite a difference from just 25 years ago! 
 
What is 4-H’s focus? 
Embracing our 90-year-old motto, “To make the best better,” today’s 4-H continues its intentional 
focus on making its members leaders of change. Though different times dictate changing interests 
and focuses, Michigan 4-H holds fast to its heritage of concentrating its  
educational efforts on science (animal [http://bit.ly/1p0ET1o], engineering 
and technology [http://bit.ly/2ceDAdq] and environmental and outdoor  
education [http://bit.ly/1Q8SmuO]), healthy living (http://bit.ly/1QArUzL) 
and empowering young people to be good citizens locally   
(http://bit.ly/1QpCrO5) and globally (http://bit.ly/1VBJ4ez). Michigan 4-H 
has also established a strong, intentional mentoring program (http://bit.ly/2cBO041), including 4-H 
Tech Wizards (http://bit.ly/2cOLj2y), as a way of allowing more young people to participate. 
 
How is 4-H doing? 
In 2013, Tufts University (https://www.tufts.edu) scholars, Drs. Richard and Jacqueline Lerner, 

published a first-of-its-kind research report (http://bit.ly/2cFG0B3) that 
defines and measures 4-H’s positive, youth development. It demonstrates 
that 4-H members excel in academic achievement, civic engagement and 
healthy living. Each year, MSU Extension (http://bit.ly/1sdvYu8) compiles 
and publishes data about the impact its children and youth programs have. 
2015 data can be found here (http://bit.ly/2cuAD5E).  

 
As you celebrate National 4-H Week (October 2 to 8), take pride in being part of not only the  
largest youth-development organization in the country, but also being a member of a program 
that has remained true to its founders, while quickly responding to today’s challenges! 
 

        Stay in touch and connected: 
         At www.facebook.com/Michigan4H  
         @Michigan4H on Twitter and Instagram  
         By using #MI4H 

SAVE THE DATE 

4-H Day at the 
Breslin Center 

January 22, 2017 

Women’s Basketball 

Game 

MSU vs. Purdue 

Stay tuned for more 

details!  

http://www.facebook.com/Michigan4H
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2016-17 4-H ENROLLMENT   

4-H Clubs should plan an enrollment meeting in October/November to     

ensure reenrollment forms and participation fees are turned in by             

December 1st. Participation fees are $10 per a member or $30 a family. 

There is also a $1 insurance fee for all members/volunteers OR $2 for all 

horse project members. Money must be turned into your 4-H club leader. 

Leaders are to then turn money into the MSU Extension as a 4-H Club. MSU 

Extension will not be collecting money for re-enrollment from individuals or 

families. Checks can be made payable to MSU and should be dated no more 

than 30 days prior to the time of payment to the MSU Extension office.     

Re-enrollment is open from September 1– December 1. Members new to    

4-H as of this year have until May 1, 2017 to enroll.  

4-H SCHOLARSHIPS 

Michigan 4-H Rabbit/Cavy Scholarship: Open to those who will be college       

freshmen in the Fall 2016 and have been enrolled in a 4-H rabbit or cavy 

project for at least three years.  

Michigan State University 4-H Scholarship: Six scholarship recipients will be 

award $2,500 annually for four consecutive years of full-time study at MSU. 

Open to 4-H members who are high school seniors.  

4-H FALL AWARDS BANQUET  

Save the date for the annual Fall Awards Banquet on Wednesday,             

November 2, 2016, at 6:30pm at the Harrison Lions Club. All 4-H Families 

are invited to attend this night of recognition for everyone’s hard work in 

our program! This is a potluck dinner with more details to come.    

4-H TEEN SPOKESPERSON TRAINING 

On August 22, Cameron McInnis a     

member of Clare County 4-H and Hill Top 

4-H Club, attended the Teen             

Spokesperson Training in Mackinaw City. 

While at the workshop, him and other 

members from throughout the state learned how to prepare for an           

interview, learn proper dining etiquette and how to create a meaningful 

message.  

COUNTY NEWS  

2017 Clare 

County Fair 

July 24-29 

Camping         

Reservations  

Campsites       

reservations for 

the 2017 fair can 

be made October 

1, 2016—March 

25, 2017, for a 

fee of $25.  

If you are not 

planning on 

camping next 

year please let 

the fair office 

know as soon as 

possible.  

989-539-9011 










