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Cooking for Crowds “gave 
me more knowledge on 
temperatures and the food 
we prepare.”

- Past Cooking for Crowds 
participant

Cooking for Crowds is an educational program for non-profit groups
that prepare food for their members or for the general public as 
fundraisers. The curriculum is designed to show the food safety risks that 
can develop when preparing and cooking large volumes of food and how 
to reduce those risks.

Participants will learn how to prevent unsafe conditions that may cause 
foodborne illness when planning, purchasing, storing, preparing and 
serving food. Participants in the workshops will receive a manual and a 
food safety participation certificate of completion.

Cooking for crowds is not the same thing as cooking a meal for your 
family. There are potentially hazardous foods that you may be preparing, 
and you should know what you need to do to keep them safe for the 
public. If your volunteers know what to do as far as personal hygiene and 
holding temperatures, you’ll be on your way to keeping your food safe.

Cooking for CrowdsMichigan State University 
(MSU) Extension programs 
focus on delivering high-quality 
and affordable programs that 
promote healthy lifestyles. 

Through community-based 
approaches, MSU Extension 
delivers high-quality and 
affordable education to serve 
the needs of children, youth, 
families and communities in 
urban, rural and suburban areas. 
MSU Extension programming 
promotes healthy lifestyles and 
educates Michigan residents, 
allowing each individual to 
acquire the skills to take 
control of his or her health. 
MSU Extension programs focus 
on disease prevention and 
management, social-emotional 
wellbeing, nutrition and physical 
activity and food safety.

www.msue.msu.edu  
See “Safe Food & Water” under the  Food & Health category

1-888-MSUE4MI
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