
 

Siting, Planning & Funding 

Your School Garden 

MSU is an affirmative-action, equal opportunity employer. Michigan State University Extension 
programs and materials are open to all without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, gen-

der identity, religion, age, height, weight, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital 
status, family status or veteran status. Accommodations for persons with disabilities may be re-
quested by contacting MSU Extension at 906-635-6368 by February 20, 2015, to make arrange-

ments. Requests received after this date will be fulfilled when possible. 

Registration is free.  Lunch is Provided. 

4 SCECH credits available. 

Reserve your spot by calling (906) 635-6368 or emailing 
kathryn.o’donnell@foodcorps.org 

What does a school garden involve? What does it cost? How do we get started?  

 

Learn to design a school garden project which will be climatically appropriate, realistic in 

implementation feasibility, fundable, sustainable, and successfully integrated into your 

learning community! 

Experienced U.P. hoop builders will share siting considerations as well as introducing  

different designs and estimated costs for structure. Examples of design and utilization  

challenges and achievements from existing U.P. school garden projects will be highlighted.  

Learn about strategies for engaging youth, families, community and developing plans for 

use. Training will cover school garden grants, how to tell your garden story to potential  

funders, and other garden and farm to school based fundraising.  

Tuesday,  

March 3rd  

9:00am-3:00pm 

 

 

EUPISD  

315 Armory Pl.  

Sault Ste. Marie 

Training for teachers, parents & school garden volunteers. 

tel:906-635-6368


8:30 – 9:00 - Sign-in and registration. 

 

9:00 – 9:30 – Welcome & goal setting.  

Kathryn O’Donnell - FoodCorps 

Welcome. 

Introduction & Goal Setting for the Day - Go around room saying name, school, current garden infrastructure, gardening ex-
perience, what you want to get out of today. 

Review agenda for the day, location of bathrooms, water/coffee/snacks. 

Thanks to EUPISD for hosting. 

 

9:30 – 10:15 – Siting Your School Garden or Hoop House 

Abbey Palmer – Marquette Food Co-op & Kathryn O’Donnell – FoodCorps 

Proximity to people power and classroom access. 

Garden siting basics - sunlight, water, electricity, previous land use, visibility, snow removal. 

Unique features of school and educational gardens. 

 

10:15 – 10:30 - Break 

 

10:30 – 12:00 – Selecting the Structure for Your Needs and Goals 

Collin Thompson – Chatham North Farm at UPREC & Kathryn O’Donnell - FoodCorps 

Types of hoop houses, associated climate gains, maintenance considerations.  

Example structures and their direct cost.  

Associated infrastructure needs and costs to consider.  

Local examples of design successes and challenges for school hoop houses.  

 

12:00 – 12:45 – Lunch  

Lunch provided by Carl’s Cuisine. 

 

12:45 – 2:45 – Planning and Funding 

Kathryn O’Donnell - FoodCorps 

Building an active school garden team, recruiting volunteers, and engaging students, families and community. 

Coordinating classroom & extra-curricular use. 

Models for summer garden use. 

Available grants and ongoing funding models.  

Telling your story and vision to funders. 

 

2:45 – 3:00 – Wrap up and discuss evaluation 

Survey evaluation of training.  

Resources and forms of support are needed moving forward.  



 

Siting, Planning, and Funding Your School Garden Speakers  

 

Kathryn O'Donnell is the FoodCorps service member with Michigan State University Ex-

tension in Chippewa County where the focus of her service is capacity building for school 

gardens. She is excited to be returning for a second year of school garden technical sup-

port and co-teaching garden lesson series with EUP educators. She also supports schools 

in working towards their goals for transforming the school food environment as part of 

the EUP Intermediate School District Farm to School Team. Kathryn holds a B.S. in Com-

munity Health Education from Northern Michigan University and has been farming for 

six years. Visit the website at www.foodcorps.org or contact at 

kathryn.o’donnell@foodcorps.org  

 

Collin Thompson is the North Farm Manager at the U.P. Research & 

Extension Center. Originally from the fertile land surrounding Deco-

rah, Iowa, agriculture has been a passion of Collin's for many years. 

He has been involved in small-scale diversified agriculture as a 

farmer, builder, educator, student, volunteer, and consultant. He 

has worked on farms around the world, most recently serving as 

part of the management team of a four-season organic vegetable 

farm in NE Iowa. In addition to his growing experience, he has 

worked with a high tunnel manufacturing company that offers sea-

son extension technologies and systems, as well as services that support four-season growing. He welcomes all 

questions and is eager to learn as much as possible from community members. Visit the website at http://

www.msunorthfarm.org or contact at thom1264@anr.msu.edu  

 

Abbey Palmer manages day-to-day operations at the NMU Hoop House through her po-

sition as Special Projects Coordinator at the Marquette Food Co-op. Since 2009, the NMU 

Hoop House has been growing and donating hundreds of pounds of fresh produce every 

year, hosting workshops on season extension and sustainable agricultural practices, of-

fering tours and presentations, and running a thriving volunteer program. Abbey is a 

farmer who got her MFA from the Iowa Writers’ Workshop, then taught creative writing 

and literature at the University of Iowa and Northern Michigan University before becom-

ing a local food educator. Visit the website at http://marquettefood.coop/think-local/

marquette-hoop or contact at apalmer@marquettefood.coop  


