
2016 Goat Expo Problem Solving Scenarios 
**Teams are to select one of the choices given in the teams’ specific age division** 

 
Junior Division Choices: 
  

1. Molly notices that one of her two-month-old Toggenburg doe kids is not acting right.  She 
seems weaker than the other kids her age, and when she runs even a short distance, she 
often collapses.  When she's standing, she seems to be stiff in the girdle muscles, hind legs, 
and loin area.  She also is seen trembling although it is not particularly cold.  What could 
be wrong with Molly's doeling, and what should she do?  

 
2. Paul's two-year old milking Nubian doe kidded with a single buckling in February.  When 

she freshened, Paul dewormed her with the normal dosage of Ivomec.  He also administered 
probiotics a few days later.  However, about a month after she freshened, her thick, glossy 
coat became rough and dull.  She is eating at least 3 pounds of high-quality balanced goat 
grain a day, and she is also eating as much alfalfa/timothy hay mix as she wants.  Her milk 
production is reduced drastically, falling from about 1 ½ gallons a day to about 1 quart a day.  
She is obviously uncomfortable, and she isolates herself from the herd and is often observed 
grinding her teeth.  Her belly sags, even though her delivery was a month ago.  Paul knows 
his doe is negative for CAE, and he also sees that she is not anemic.  He is at his wit’s end.  
What could be wrong with his doe, and what should he do for her? 

 
 
Senior Division Choices: 
 

1. Tracy’s three-year old Saanen doe is bred and due to kid in two weeks.  However, she is 
slightly more sluggish than usual, and she is not interested in eating either the grain or hay 
offered to her.  She seems a little unsteady on her feet, limping slightly and stumbling when 
trying to walk.  She grinds her teeth and pressing her head against the wall.  Her legs are stiff 
and slightly swollen.  Most notably, her breath smells sweet and almost “fruity.”  Tracy 
recalls that the doe is CAE negative, but she just bought the goat and brought it home a 
week prior, so much of the animal’s medical history is ambiguous.  She is extremely worried 
about the doe, however.  What could be wrong with the doe, and how can she help her?   

 
2.  Travis is concerned about his Alpine herd sire.  The buck is four years old, and has 

successfully settled all of Travis’s does in the past.  This year, though, the buck is acting 
strangely.  He is in good body condition, was dewormed two months prior, had his hooves 
trimmed recently, and was tested negative for CAE and CL.  When exposed to a doe, he 
shows a normal level of interest; he goes through the normal “courting” behavior and even 
mounts the doe on multiple occasions, but he refuses to ejaculate.  His testicles appear to be 
normal; they are not swollen or diminished, and they are not hot or hard to the touch.  What 
could be the problem with Travis’s buck, and what should he do to solve it?              

  
 


