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The term dystocia literally means "difficult birth." Rabbits are commonly revered as re-
productive mavericks and their ability to reproduce is only rivaled by smallerrodents. True
dystocia is relatively rare in domestic rabbits but can be uniformly fatal if ignored or not
addressed correctly. This article will discuss normal pregnancy, abnormal pregnancy, and
give methods of treatment for this serious condition.

Normal gestation of a doe is approximately 31 to
32 days in length. This is merely an average and
can range from 28 days to 36 days.

The gestation length is affected by a variety Both the
of factors such as age of the doe, weight, .
genetics, litter size, nutritional status, envi- enterior and
ronment, and several more aspects. Partu- breech
rition in domestic rabbits .is a qui~k process positions are
and IS usually complete In 30 minutes fol- .
lowing onset. Both the anterior and breech normaL for kits
positions are normal for kits being born. being born
An effective, inexpensive way to screen for
post-partum dystocia is to get into the habit
of palpating all does within 24 hours of giving birt-h for
signs of retained fetuses.

doe's pelvic canal compared to the fetus, or failure of
the uterus to contract [uterine inertial. Does close to

parturition should be checked frequently for
signs of dystocia. They include persistent
contractions, bloody discharge, straining
with no obvious progress, or a green-brown
discharge from the vagina.

Obvious abnormalities, such as a fetus that
is retained in the pelvic canal and cannot be
delivered, can be addressed by the breeder.
GENTLE manipulation and removal of the kit
from the pelvic canal digitally [using mostly

your fingers] can yield positive results if done carefully.
As stressed in every species experiencing dystocia, lu-
brication is a compassionate and necessary aid I

Cause & Diagnosis
The cause of dystocia, like gestation length, is affect-
ed by multiple parameters. They include obesity, the
size of the individual fetuses, the relative size of the

Treatments
Oxytocin is the most readily available drug available for
breeders to use that will stimulate parturition. This is

A safe delivery and a healthy litter is the goal of every responsible breeder.
-. .



a hormone normally produced in
he hypothalamus. 1-3 units given

intramuscularly [hindquarters or
along the back) will usually elicit a
response. I prefer to give 1 unit at
a time, evaluate the effect, and re-
administer another unit up to three
doses. The typical concentration
of this drug is 20 USP/mL which
translates into 0.05 mL per dose
[this is a VERY small voturne!l.

Follow Up
Does who have had one episode of
dystocia are at an increased risk
of it occurring in future parturi-
tions. Because of this, care should
be taken to keep adequate records
and consider culling animals that
consistently have difficulty giving
birth. As mentioned earlier, true

dystocias are relatively rare in domestic rabbits so it is
important to recognize the normal series of parturition,
signs of dystocia, appropriate therapy, and when veteri-
nary intervention is necessary.
References available upon
request

When uterine inertia is evident in
domestic rabbits, I advise the use
of oral calcium gluconate prior to
administration of oxytocin. These
two drugs act synergistically. Oxy-
tocin will increase the frequency of uterine contractions
while calcium gluconate will increase their relative
strength. Small breeds of rabbits will usually toler-
ate approximately 5 mL of 10% calcium gluconate while
larger breeds will need up to 10 mL given for a desired
effect.

Following administration of either drug, the doe should
be placed in a quiet, dark room with few disturbances.
Allow 30-60 minutes for the desired effect of one or
both drugs. I usually repeat oxytocin injections approxi-
mately 30 minutes apart if there is no effect. When drug
therapy proves ineffective for induction of parturition,
surgical intervention is warranted if the litter and/or
the doe are salvageable. Caesarean section can be per-

formed by veterinarians who have
experience in spaying and neuter-
ing rabbits routinely. Because the
uterus is friable even in non-preg-
nant does compared to cats and
dogs, tissues must be handled deli-
cately if the uterus is to be saved.
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Software for Rabbit and Cavy Breeders
Full-featured and easy to use - designed for the computer novice. Unlimited free technical support. To
receive sample printouts, call, write or email us for a brochure. To see how our software works, visit us at
www.evsoft.us and download a demo. Order by mail, phone or online. When ordering by mail, be sure to use
one of our order forms - that ensures that we have all the information necessary to create your program.
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Rabbit Register for Windows - Standard
Print full-sized and miniature pedigrees, show entries, cage
cards, business cards, receipts, inventories & more. Record
winnings, litters, financial data and buyers. Many styles of
pedigree to choose from. Print in color, and include
pictures on the pedigree. Email pedigrees & show entries.
Store and display any number of generations of ancestors.
View the siblings & descendants of anyone animal or a
buck/doe pairing. $69, plus shipping.

Cavy Register for Windows
Similar to the Standard Rabbit Register, but with features
unique to cavies such as the ability to track satin carriers.
Set up for all major breeds including Alpaca, Baldwin &
Coronet Satin. $69, plus shipping.

Rabbit Register for Windows - Deluxe
All the features of the standard edition plus color genetics,
chore-scheduling, and record-keeping for judges. The color
genetics feature automatically determines the genetics of
an animal based on the color of that animal, and the color
of its parents and offspring. It then uses this information
to determine colors of possible offspring of a buck/doe
pairing. Pick a color and the program ranks the animals in
your rabbitry as to their likelihood of producing that color.
The chore-scheduling feature reminds you when to
perform the chores in a breeding cycle as well as any other
chores that you specify and it prints to-do lists. Marking a
chore as done automatically updates your litter
information. Judges can log bid status, expenses, income,
mileage and more. $89, plus shipping.
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